
Background
  The federal Clean Water 
Act requires states, where they 
have assumed responsibility for 
implementing the Act, to first 
designate what uses the waters in 
the state are capable of supporting. 
These uses include drinking water, 
recreation, irrigation, cold water 
or warm water fisheries and 
others.  The Act then requires  
states to assess the conditions 

of the waters and determine if they are meeting 
their designated uses.  Waters that are not meeting 
their uses due to elevated levels of pollutants are 
identified as “impaired” and placed on the state’s 
303(d) list of impaired waters. 
 Since the early to mid 1990s Wyoming’s 
local conservation districts have convened and 
led local watershed groups to address these 
impairments through additional assessment, best 
management practice (BMP) implementation, and follow-
up monitoring.  
 
Progress 
 The Wyoming Association of Conservation 
Districts (WACD) is pleased to once again report on 
the local, grassroots efforts to restore water quality in 
Wyoming’s impaired and threatened waterbodies. The 
activities included in this report generally consist of 
information from the summer of 2014 through September 

2017.  The listings associated with this report are referenced 
to the Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality’s 
(WDEQ) 2014 Integrated 305(b) and 303(d) Report dated 
February 25, 2016.  Due to size limitations, this report only 
includes progress on impaired waters. There are numerous 

other water quality improvement efforts implemented by 
districts across the state, on non-impaired waterbodies. 
 The initial Watersheds Progress Report was 
published in 2005, followed by reports in 2007, 2009, 
2011, and 2015.  For the 2017 report, the WACD has 
moved to an online  Story Map (ESRI, 2018).  This report 
contains a summary of the watershed restoration efforts 
that have been conducted within Wyoming’s watersheds 
by landowners, local districts, and numerous local, state 

and federal partners.  Of the 25 districts with impaired 
waterbodies within their boundaries, 22 are actively 
working on BMP implementation, monitoring and 
planning to restore the health of the impairments within 
their districts.  The remaining three districts continue to 
coordinate with WDEQ, WACD and other partners on the 
status of the impairments within their district. 
 For this report, the conservation districts 
have again compiled information on specific BMPs 
implemented within watersheds with impairments and 

have reported the amount of funding associated 
with BMP implementation. Nearly 700 BMPs 
were recorded for this report and over $30 million 
dollars were invested in Wyoming’s watersheds 
between the summer of 2014 through September 
2017.  The BMPs would not have been possible 
without contributions from landowners, county 
commissioners, various state and federal agencies, 
the local conservation districts and other sources.  
 During this reporting timeframe, a 36.8 
mile impaired segment of the North Platte River 
in the Natrona County Conservation District 

(NCCD) met the chronic selenium criterion protective of 
its cold water fish and aquatic life designated uses due to 
watershed restoration efforts led by NCCD.  As a result, 
the impaired segment of the North Platte River from the 
confluence with Muddy Creek upstream to the confluence 
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with Poison Spider Creek will be removed from the 
303(d) list of impaired waterbodies in the 2016/ 2018 
Integrated Report. 
 Between the completion of the last Watersheds 
Progress Report and July 2018, the Middle Fork Crow 
Creek TMDL, the Salt River and Stump Creek TMDLs, 
Bear River TMDL, Prairie Dog Creek TMDLs and Bitter 
Creek and Killpecker Creek TMDLs were completed and 
approved by the US Environmental Protection Agency.  As 
part of these TMDL’s, 10 waterbodies that were previously 

listed as Category 5 Streams (use(s) were not supported) 
are now classified as Category 4A Streams, (use(s) are not 
supported with approved TMDLs).  The local conservation 
districts efforts in these areas are focused on implementing 
recommended measures outlined in these TMDLs and 
associated planning documents.  New efforts have included 

updating existing watershed plans to develop new goals 
aligned with recommendations outlined in the TMDLs 
as well as initiating Level 1 watershed studies and Small 
Water Project developments through the Wyoming 
Water Development Commission.  The Sublette County 
Conservation District completed the Little Sandy 
Watershed Based plan in 2018 with a locally led watershed 
steering committee.
 WACD would like to thank the WDEQ and US 
Environmental Protection Agency, and the Wyoming 
Nonpoint Source Task Force for the Clean Water Act 319 
funding that helped make this publication possible.  WACD 
also appreciates the on-going support and commitment 
of the Wyoming state Legislature and the partnerships 
with the Wyoming Department of Agriculture and 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service. These 
partnerships are vital to  water quality restoration efforts 
across our state.  
 To view the Story Map and additional watershed 
information, please visit www.conservewy.com.

The various BMPs implemented by the districts and partners were 
grouped into seven categories generally based on the WDEQ BMP 
manuals which include: Livestock Wildlife BMPs, Cropland BMPs, 
Urban BMPs and Silviculture BMPs.  Hydrologic Modifications / Stream 
Restoration BMPs, Septic System BMPs and Animal Waste BMPs do 
not reference a specific manual, however they contain practices listed in 
the various manuals.  http://deq.wyoming.gov/wqd/non-point-source/
resources/mgt-practices/

*Funding is approximate and is based on best available information 
provided by the Conservation Districts to WACD on or before August 
6, 2018.
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