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Mountain States Legal Foundation filed an appeal Thursday, urging 
the Ninth Circuit to overrule the District Court in Montana and to return management of the 
Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem grizzly bear to state and local wildlife management authorities.  
Mountain States Legal Foundation appealed to the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit on behalf of its clients, Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation, Wyoming Stock Growers 
Association, Charles C. Price, and W&M Thoman Ranches, LLC.  Mountain States Legal 
Foundation will ask the appeals court to uphold the original purpose of the Endangered Species 
Act (ESA) and to allow U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to return management of the 
recovered grizzly bear to the states where the animal lives and has a direct impact on citizens. 
Once a successful recovery occurs, the ESA stipulates that management is supposed to return to 
the states.  “If this decision is allowed to stand, it will be nearly impossible for USFWS to delist 
any recovered species in the future,” said Cody J. Wisniewski of Mountain States Legal 
Foundation, lead counsel on the case.  “The court cannot impose additional delisting 

requirements on USFWS that the ESA does not contemplate - especially requirements that run contrary to the purpose of the 
Act.”  In September 2018, Judge Dana Christensen of the U.S. District Court of Montana ordered that the Greater Yellowstone 
grizzly bear be returned to the endangered species list, contrary to the recommendation of USFWS researchers (Crow Indian 
Tribe v. United States of America).  After years of research and careful monitoring, the USFWS found in June of 2017 that the 
Greater Yellowstone region’s grizzly bear population exceeded the minimum population goal set by scientists in 2013 and was 
fully recovered. USFWS scientists determined it was time to remove the Yellowstone grizzly from the Endangered Species List.  
“This achievement stands as one of America’s great conservation successes,” said U.S. Secretary of the Interior, Ryan Zinke, at 
the time of the 2017 delisting.  But several Indian tribes and environmental groups sued to force the grizzly back onto the list and 
to require USFWS to retain management control of the bear.  Ranchers in western Wyoming have faced mounting losses to their 
sheep and cattle in recent years and have faced more frequent attacks on humans as the grizzly population has swelled and 
expanded its territory. A Wyoming hunting guide was killed in a grizzly attack only ten days prior to Judge Christensen’s ruling.  
MSLF will ask the Ninth Circuit to reaffirm that the ESA is designed to assist the states with recovery, when necessary, and then 
to return management of the species to the states once recovery goals are met.  

The version of the 2018 Farm Bill passed by the House of Representatives and Senate was signed by Pres. Donald Trump on 
Dec. 20, and the bill removes restrictions on hemp.  In the bill, hemp is removed from the Controlled Substances Act list of 
Schedule I substances, where it has been for many years.  “With the passage and signing of the farm bill, hemp is no longer 
treated the same as marijuana,” explains Wyoming Department of Agriculture Deputy Director Stacia Berry.  “Now that the 
farm bill is signed, hemp will not have the restrictions it has today as far as interstate commerce.”  The farm bill fundamentally 
changes how hemp will be handled going forward.  Berry says, “We already have a state law that legalizes hemp, passed by 
Wyoming’s Legislature two years ago.”  “Even if states don’t have laws on the books authorizing hemp growth, the farm bill 
allows for a federal licensing program that will allow producers in all states to utilize that program and grow hemp,” she adds.  
Many of the hurdles hemp was facing when the state statute was passed were alleviated when the farm 
bill is signed, but Berry notes there are still several steps to take before farmers can grow the crop.   

The seasonal winter closure for shed antler and horn hunting begins on Jan. 1 for many sections 
of public land, state land, and Wyoming Game and Fish Commission wildlife habitat management areas throughout Wyoming.  
The closures help protect wintering big game by limiting stress so they can better survive the coldest and snowiest months. 
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(Any registered voter living within the boundaries of the district rural or urban) Rewarding opportunity offered to be involved 
in your local Conservation District’s plans for improving soil health, rangelands, water quality, and wildlife habitat in the 
Meeteetse area. For more information stop by the Meeteetse Conservation District’s office located at 1906 State Street in 
Meeteetse or call us at 307-868-2484.

 

The Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation (WyFB) supports clean water and clear rules. WyFB is pleased with today’s new water 
rule proposal by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Army Corp of Engineers. “Farmers and ranchers need a 
common-sense water rule that protects water quality and gives them clear rules they can follow,” said Ken Hamilton, WyFB 
Executive Vice President. “The 2015 WOTUS rule was a land grab that put property rights of Wyomingites at risk and would 
have done nothing to benefit water.”  The 2015 WOTUS rule was blocked by the courts within days of its effective date based 
on its legal flaws and was never implemented nationwide. According to Hamilton, it is critical that the new water rule be clear 
and specific. “It is unfair to have unclear rules out there that can lead to penalties, but does nothing to protect water,” he said. 
“Farmers and ranchers should be able to continue to use their land to raise food and not have to stop and hire legal counsel to 
determine what the rules mean.”  Acting EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler stated on a conference call that the rule proposal 
will provide a more precise definition of waters of the United States. “Our new more precise-definition means that hard-working 
Americans will spend more time upgrading aging infrastructure and growing crops to feed our families rather than working on 
permits that are a costly process that runs counter to our form of government,” Wheeler stated.  Wheeler explained the new rule 
will help landowners to understand whether they need a permit or not to use their own land. “The new rule will assure America’s 
water protections remain strong while giving states and tribes certainty to manage their waters in ways that best protect the 
water,” Wheeler said.  “It is essential that farmers and ranchers be able to look at their land and know what is and is not a Water 
of the U.S. under the Clean Water Act,” Hamilton continued. “This new water rule proposal defines specifically what is and 
what isn’t a water of the U.S.”  WyFB President Todd Fornstrom joined state Farm Bureau presidents from across the nation at 
an event today at the Environmental Protection Agency headquarters in Washington to witness the signing of the proposed Clean 
Water Rule.  Farmers and ranchers have every incentive to leave their land and natural resources in better shape for the next 
generation. “Many farms, including my family’s farm, have been in the family for several generations,” said Todd Fornstrom, 
Laramie County Farmer and WyFB President. “We understand what is necessary to both care for the land and water as well as 
improve the environmental resources we are entrusted with on our farms.”  “We want clean water and clear 
rules just like anyone else,” Fornstrom explained. “We have children that live and work on our farms and we 
hope to pass our farms down to the next generation.”  “In order to do that, we must be able to use our land so 
that we can constantly improve the environmental resources in our care,” he concluded.  “Farmers and 
ranchers need this new water rule that protects water quality and provides clear rules we can follow.”  
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