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After speaking with extension cow/calf and beef specialists, there are a variety of feeding 
options and health considerations for this fall and winter.  Hay:  Hay is always top priority on a 
rancher’s mind, nearly year-round. Getting enough rain in the spring for the grass to grow, 
cutting and putting up hay in the summer to provide for the herd, fall counting to make sure 
there is plenty of hay for the winter, and the winter distribution to the herd.  Luckily, most of the 
region was in fairly good shape for hay compared to last year with the Dakota’s having the best 
year.  If needed, hay in the Dakota’s can be bought in the $70 to $95 per ton range, depending 
on quality. Montana was in a much better situation than last year but those who couldn’t put up 
hay will be searching in the $125 to $165 per ton range, depending on quality and availability, 
while Wyoming ranchers had a drier year with reports of alfalfa hay at $140 to $160 per ton.  
One thing to keep in mind, whether it be your own hay supply or a load trucked in, is to do a 
feed analysis.  Dr. Steve Paisley, University of Wyoming Extension Beef Cattle Specialist, 
highly recommends a feed analysis on hay bales to find the vitamin, mineral, and energy 
content. Knowing what the hay lacks in nutrition will be helpful in feeding throughout the 
winter months.  Energy and Protein Options:  Early to mid-Fall, ranchers can turn cattle out 

on winter wheat and corn stalks before the snow settles in.  These, along with other forages in the field or pasture, can provide a 
light protein and energy source leading up to winter feeding.  Crop byproducts are a great option for providing a protein source 
to the herd and, depending on the ranch location, can be very cost effective as they can be found in many places and from a 
variety of crop sources. Another option that SDSU extension cow/calf field specialist Adele Harty says people have been asking 
about is soybeans. She says they can make a good protein supplement but making sure there is a feed ration calculated is 
important because the fat content in soybeans can have a negative effect on the health of the animal.  And yet another option, 
that many producers utilize, are lick tubs and cake.  These can provide many of the necessary supplements in solid or liquid 
form.  A feed analysis of hay helps narrow the selection for lick tub supplements but some to consider should provide vitamin A, 
D, and E in the winter months.  Take-aways:  Making sure the herd is getting the energy, protein and other vitamins and 
minerals is crucial through the winter months. Dr. Paisley says that some people forget about those cows after weaning and 
hauling the calves off but now is the time to be building body condition.  Building that condition for the colder months will take 
more protein and the third trimester of pregnancy requires more energy to help that calf and cow along.  Contact your local 
extension beef specialist or local beef nutritionist for more information or to discuss any other 
options for winter feeding.  
 

Wyoming State Veterinarian Jim Logan has been notified by the Wyoming State Veterinary Laboratory and the National 
Veterinary Services Laboratory that there is another new case of brucellosis in a cattle herd in Wyoming.  This time is Sublette 
County, which is in the Wyoming Brucellosis Designated Surveillance Area (DSA).  Serologic testing at both laboratories has 
shown reactor level results on two animals from one herd.  Further testing, including bacterial culture, will be conducted to 
confirm serology results.  Logan and Assistant State Veterinarian Thach Winslow are working with the owner of the infected 
cattle and are conducting an epidemiologic investigation.  The herd with known Brucella positive animals is under quarantine at 
this time.  No sexually-intact cattle can be moved from the quarantined premises until condition of the quarantine release are 
met.  There are four contact herds associated with this case that will be required to have their herds tested.  The herd owners 
have already been notified.  This case is not related to the case found in early October in Park County 
or the case found in Teton County earlier this month.  There is no epidemiologic link between any of 
these cases, but it is expected that infected elk are the source of all three.  
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(Any registered voter living within the boundaries of the district rural or urban) Rewarding opportunity offered to be involved 
in your local Conservation District’s plans for improving soil health, rangelands, water quality, and wildlife habitat in the 
Meeteetse area. For more information stop by the Meeteetse Conservation District’s office located at 1906 State Street in 
Meeteetse or call us at 307-868-2484.

Despite opposition from Democratic lawmakers, a bill that would remove protections and restrictions from hundreds of 
thousands of acres of wilderness-like lands across Wyoming passed a House committee.  The legislation from U.S. Rep. Liz 
Cheney, R-Wyo. named the “Restoring Local Input and Access to Public Lands Act” made it through the House Natural 
Resource Committee on party lines: 19 Republicans on the committee backed the bill while 11 Democrats opposed it.  If the bill 
passes Congress and becomes law, it would release around 400,000 acres of wilderness study areas in Big Horn, Lincoln and 
Sweetwater counties to general federal management.  Park County commissioners are hoping that the bill will be amended to 
also release the local McCullough Peaks and the High Lakes wilderness study areas to less restrictive management.  Commonly 
known by their acronym of WSAs, they’re places that federal land managers have identified as potentially being suitable to be 
designated and protected as wilderness.  WSAs generally sit in limbo, enjoying wilderness-like protections, until Congress takes 
action.  Another provision of H.R. 6939 would eliminate designations known as “lands with wilderness characteristics”.  That 
label has been applied to millions of acres of federal lands across Wyoming, including some 476,000 acres in the Big Horn 
Basin. While those lands are not being managed any differently, Park County commissioners have lobbied hard to have those 
designations removed, saying the label could hinder oil and gas development on those parcels.  Cheney’s legislation is backed by 
the Big Horn, Lincoln and Sweetwater county commissions and organizations representing stockgrowers, the minerals industry 
and motorized recreationists, but it also has critics.  Most of Wyoming’s county commissions have created committees of local 
residents representing diverse interests, ranging from environmentalists to oil and gas developers, and asked them to try reaching 
a consensus on what should be done with the state’s WSAs.  Results of the Wyoming Public Lands Initiative have been mixed so 
far.  Meanwhile, the Big Horn, Lincoln and Sweetwater county commissions declined to participate in the initiative and instead 
worked with Rep. Cheney on the “Restoring Local Input and Access to Public Lands Act”.  Park County sought to reach a 
consensus by participating in the Wyoming Public Lands Initiative, but the local committee failed to unanimously agree on a 
proposal for the McCullough Peaks WSA (located between Powell and Cody) and the High Lakes WSA in the Beartooth 
Mountains.  Commissioners then made their own recommendations.  Under the commission’s proposal, none of the 40,400 acres 
in the two WSAs would be converted into wilderness.  Commissioners indicated they want to maintain the existing recreation 
opportunities in those areas, with a chance for additional trails in the McCullough Peaks.  They also favored restricting any oil 
and gas development in the peaks by prohibiting any equipment from being installed on the surface in that area.  Park County 
commissioners want their recommendations included in Cheney’s bill, but issues with some of the legal language has kept the 
county’s recommendations out of the legislation so far, said Commission Chairman Loren Grosskopf.  ”It’s still our intention 
and still their [Cheney staffers’] intention that it’s going to be added at some point in the near future,” Grosskopf said.  If 
Democratic members of the House remain opposed to Cheney’s “Restoring Local Input and Access to Public Lands Act,” her 
window to get the bill through Congress could close soon: Democrats are set to take over the House 
next year after seizing dozens of seats in this month’s midterm elections.  
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