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Based on police department data, Cody’s urban deer culling program is 
accomplishing the city’s goal to reduce problems caused by deer while also 
reducing the number of injured and sick deer.  “The council’s direction has 
made a difference,” police Chief Chuck Baker said Tuesday during a special council meeting.  
Council members first directed police to cull 50 deer in 2017. In 2018, another 50 deer without 
antlers were killed and the meat donated to people who indicated an interest in processing the 
wildlife, which must go for human consumption unless tested positive for chronic wasting 
disease.  Since a four-year high of 89 in 2016, urban deer related calls to police have declined, 
according to Cody Police Department data. In 2018, police recorded 36 deer incidents, a drop of 
53 deer-related calls.  “Everything is going well,” Baker said. “I would suggest the program is 
doing what it’s intended to do.”  Baker told councilors he plans to apply for a 2019 Chapter 56 
Permit from the Game and Fish. Obtaining a permit in advance does not commit the city to 
continuing its culling efforts for a third season. It does, however, ensure police are prepared to 
start immediately if and when directed.  The G&F will take its annual urban deer tally sometime 
in December. Councilors will likely make a decision soon after receiving the updated 

count.  The CPD chart tracking deer-related calls Jan. 1-Oct. 1 shows the total increased 2015-2016, then dropped over the next 
two years.  “Dead deer calls were the most significant,” Baker said.  The number of deer found dead went from 45 in 2016 to 15 
in 2018.  Baker said when a dead deer is reported, code enforcement officer Jennifer Morris responds to the call, loads the deer, 
takes the carcass to the county dump, returns to town and clean equipment. The process takes 60-75 minutes per dead deer.  
Thirty fewer dead deer recaptures about 40 hours of the officer’s time, and allows her time to focus on other priorities, he said.   

A new case of Brucellosis has been found in a northwestern Wyoming beef cattle herd nearly a month after another herd was 
discovered with the disease.  Wyoming state veterinarian, Dr. Jim Logan, has been notified by the Wyoming State Veterinary 
Laboratory and the National Veterinary Services Laboratory of the new case of brucellosis in a cattle herd in Teton County 
which is in the Wyoming Brucellosis Designated Surveillance Area (DSA).  Testing at both laboratories has shown reactor level 
results on five animals from one herd. Further testing, including bacterial culture, will be conducted to confirm serology results.  
Logan, and assistant state field veterinarian, Dr. Thach Winslow, are working with the owner of the infected cattle and are 
conducting an epidemiologic investigation. The herd with known Brucella-positive animals is under quarantine at this time. No 
sexually-intact cattle can be moved from the quarantined premises until conditions of the quarantine release are met. At this 
time, Logan does not believe there are any additional herds epidemiologically linked to this case.  This case is not related to the 
case found in early October in Park County where three cattle tested positive for the disease. Officials say there is no 
epidemiologic link between the two cases.  Brucellosis is a bacterial disease that can cause cattle, elk, and bison to abort their 
pregnancies, typically late term. All of Wyoming’s brucellosis cases since 1988 have been determined to have been caused by 
transmission from infected wildlife to cattle or domestic bison. For more information contact the Wyoming Livestock Board 
field office at 307-857-4140.  NorthernAG.net 

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Field Offices are currently accepting applications for the Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), the Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA) program and the Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program (RCPP).  All signed applications on file by Dec. 21, 2018 will be considered for funding in Fiscal Year 
2019.  EQIP, AMA and RCPP are voluntary conservation programs that provide technical and financial assistance to eligible 
agriculture producers to address a wide variety of resource issues such as water quality, inadequate fish and wildlife habitat, 
inefficient use of irrigation water, inadequate livestock water, invasive species, wind and water soil erosion concerns, residue 
management and others.  Applications for general EQIP and AMA are being accepted. 
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After an injunction halted research exploring surgical sterilization of horses and burros on federal land, National Horse and 
Burro Rangeland Management Coalition Chair Ethan Lane commented, “By stifling research exploring surgical population 
management solutions for horse and burro populations on federal land, we are furthering irreversible damage to rangelands and 
adding to a complex animal welfare issue.”  Lane added, “Surgical sterilization is a population management technique 
scientifically proven to be safe, effective and cost-efficient.  The Bureau of Land Management was proceeding in a responsible, 
measured manner in this study, and they have support from sportsman, livestock, wildlife and land 
conservation organizations who represent millions of Americas.”     

Steer slaughter continues to run below year-ago levels so far this year, despite the fact that the quarterly feedlot inventories have 
shown more steers on feed in 2018 compared to last year.  For the year-to-date, steer slaughter is about one percent below last 
year, but in the last four weeks, it has averaged very close to year-ago levels.  Steer slaughter has averaged 51.6 percent of total 
cattle slaughter so far this year, down from 52.9 percent of total cattle slaughter in 2017.  As heifer and cow slaughter return to 
normal levels, steer slaughter will move closer to the long-term average of 50.6 percent of total slaughter.  Steer carcass weights 
have averaged about four pounds above year-earlier levels so far this year.  Weekly steer carcass weights may have peaked 
seasonally a bit early the first week of October at 903 pounds.  Steer carcass weights averaged 895 pounds in the latest weekly 
data, but could jump to a higher seasonal peak yet in November. 
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