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A listing of the most critical road projects to reduce wildlife-vehicle collisions and improve big 
game migration was published online recently by the Wyoming Wildlife and Roadway Initiative 
Team. This multi-agency team, driven by the Wyoming Game and Fish Department and the 
Wyoming Department of Transportation, and includes Wyoming Bureau of Land Management, 
The Nature Conservancy, Wyoming Wildlife Federation and Wyoming Migration 
Initiative, was formed in 2017 to find innovative ways to implement and fund projects that 
reduce wildlife-vehicle collisions, increase motorist safety and maintain or re-establish 
disconnected wildlife migration routes.  The 43-entry list is the next step in a statewide strategy 
to reduce wildlife-vehicle collisions. In 2017, Game and Fish, WYDOT, and other wildlife and 
community groups convened at the Wildlife and Roadways Summit to discuss ways to reduce 
collisions. From that, the Wyoming Wildlife and Roadway Initiative Team formed and 
launched a living, online map depicting high collision sections of roads across the state.   While 
the project list is ranked by the most benefit to both human safety and wildlife ecology, the 

prioritization doesn’t signify the order for work, nor is the listing exhaustive of the projects that could be completed in the state. 
There are upwards of 240 potential projects in all. “The full list is a resource for local communities working on roadway 
projects,” said Angi Bruce, supervisor of the Game and Fish Habitat Protection Program. “It is a way to see what local groups 
can do and also a way to help find or raise the funding needed for a project.”  Bruce said communities can work on roadway 
initiatives in other ways, too. Groups can use the list as inspiration for improvements in their area, with the hope that considering 
wildlife will become a regular part of road construction.  “For example, if a stretch of fencing is planned for replacement, it 
might be a good time to also install wildlife-friendly fencing or crosspoints at critical locations to help route wildlife safely,” 
said Bruce.  To help support wildlife and roadway initiatives the public can plan to purchase the new wildlife 
conservation license plate when registering their vehicles, available Jan. 2, 2019. The initial price of the plate will be 
$150 with a $50 renewal fee each year, in addition to registration fees.  Proceeds from sales and donations will help 
fund overpasses, underpasses, fencing and signage to prevent vehicle/animal collisions along wildlife migration 
corridors.

Nutrient requirements vary dramatically among animals and are influenced by age, weight, stage of production, rate of growth, 
environmental conditions, breed, gender and other factors.  As many farmers have trudged their way through long winters, and 
droughts from summers drying up grazing pastures, many have felt the dramatically changing environmental conditions.  With 
the unfavorable seasons, many beef producers have been left with short pasture growth for grazing animals, and winter kill; hay 
continues to be in short supply.  Now more than ever it is important for Beef producers to look at the considerations for feeding 
their cows in the winter months to come.  Here are 5 important things to consider when selecting alternative feeding programs: 
1) Know your cow’s needs: First start by analyzing your cows’ body condition score. Cows with a body condition score (BCS) 
of 3 will have a harder time producing enough energy through the winter months, and could experience later spring calving 
dates. However if a cow has a BCS of 6 one might take into consideration the extra input costs for feed, may experience 
reproductive problems and mobility challenges through the winter. 2) Test your feeds: With limited hay supplies and the ever 
increasing market cost of hay, many farmers have cut a plethora of CRP ground as well as lower production forages. With low 
relative feed values farmers should take into consideration supplementation of other feed stuffs to maintain BCS and overall 
health of animal. 3) Balance the ration: When balancing a ration it is imperative to analyze the cost savings both sort and long 
term. 4) Evaluate: Feeds on nutritional values, cost value, and how they complement your feed inventory and operation.  
Nutrient requirements include those for protein, energy, vitamins, minerals, and water. 5) Storage 
considerations: When looking into your feeding options for this winter a good rule of thumb would be 
always consider how or where you are going to store your feed stuffs.   
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LAND NEEDS PRESCRIBED FIRE, GRAZING AND REST: Prescribed fire, grazing and rest are integral processes for 
maintaining the integrity, stability and beauty of the biotic community throughout the U.S. When managing native plant 
communities, it is impossible to achieve beneficial outcomes when using only the process of fire, the process of grazing or the 
process of rest. They should be used in combination with each other.  However, this article is about fire.  FIRE AS PART OF A 
LAND ETHIC: There are four ecosystem processes that must function properly in order to ensure the whole ecosystem's health. 
They are: secondary plant succession, the energy cycle, the mineral cycle and the water cycle.  Proper management of soils and 
plants is essential for optimum functionality of these processes.  Of these processes, the most obvious and easily assessed on a 
daily basis is secondary plant succession.  The more disturbances such as prescribed fire and grazing are applied to plant 
communities, the less "advanced" they become. The more rest that plant communities receive, the more "advanced" they 
become.  Managers constantly monitor plant community diversity and structure and, depending on goals, apply differing 
amounts of fire, grazing, and rest.  For example, in a plant community dominated by tall grasses, fire can be used to temporarily 
shift the plant community toward a forb-dominated community with more bare ground, or applied differently, fire can be used to 
maintain tall-grass-dominated plant communities for cattle and for wildlife species.  The timing of fire is important in achieving 
either of the above outcomes.  FIGHT BRUSH, INCREASE FORAGE QUALITY:  Brush encroachment throughout the U.S. 
has been beneficial to some birds and animals but very detrimental to the birds and animals that rely on wide open spaces.  Brush 
encroachment also has a negative effect on total forage production for cattle, which reduces the number of cattle a particular 
tract of land can support without degrading one or all of the ecosystem processes.  Fire can be applied to keep open spaces open 
for those obligate wildlife species and to maintain cattle production.  Fire is also being applied to increase forage quality for 
cattle during the spring as well as other times of the year by removing old, decadent herbaceous plant growth.  Recent wildfires 
in many western states are being fueled in part by excessive buildup of plant material.  When secondary plant succession is left 
unchecked over time through lack of disturbances such as fire and grazing, plant communities become decadent and accumulate 
excessive plant material.  This creates more hazardous conditions in the event of wildfire.  Regular application of prescribed fire 
helps mitigate fuel buildup and therefore reduces the intensity of wildfires, which can greatly retard secondary plant succession.  
PRESCRIBED FIRE IS A PROCESS: Although prescribed fire has received a lot of attention is recent years, it is not a silver 
bullet for managing native plant communities.  Prescribed fire is a process and should be well planned to safely accomplish 
desired goals.  Grazing and rest are major considerations for the successful use of prescribed fire.  If grazing 
causes an inadequate fuel load in grassland communities, burning is ineffective until stocking rate or grazing 
management is corrected.  However, its wise use, combined with grazing and rest, certainly preserves the 
integrity, stability and beauty of the biotic community.  It is wrong to do otherwise. 
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