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Wyoming state veterinarian, Dr. Jim Logan, has been notified by the Wyoming State Veterinary 
Laboratory and the National Veterinary Services Laboratory that there is a new case of 
Brucellosis in a cattle herd in Park County which is in the Wyoming Brucellosis Designated 
Surveillance Area. Serologic testing at both laboratories has shown reactor level results on three 
animals from one herd. Further testing including bacterial culture will be conducted to confirm 
serology results.  Logan, and assistant state field veterinarian, Dr. Thach Winslow, are working 
with the owner of the infected cattle, and the owners of six contact herds, to determine risk 
levels and conduct an epidemiologic investigation. The herd with known Brucella-positive 
animals is under quarantine at this time and quarantines will be issued to contact herd owners as 
the investigation proceeds. Contact herd owners are currently under hold order movement 
restrictions and no sexually-intact cattle can be moved until the herd has been cleared by a 
complete risk assessment and appropriate brucellosis testing is conducted.  Brucellosis is a 
bacterial disease that can cause cattle, elk, and bison to abort their pregnancies, typically late 

term. All of Wyoming’s brucellosis cases since 1988 have been determined to have been caused by transmission from infected 
wildlife to cattle or domestic bison. Wyoming’s last cases were found in late 2015 and the last affected herd was released in June 
of 2017.  For more information, contact the Wyoming Livestock Board field office at 
307-857-4140.  

The Merrit Energy Company has requested a waiver from the Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality, Water Quality 
Division (WDEQ/WQD) for a temporary increase in turbidity in the Shoshone River (Section 25; T56N, R97W) in Big Horn 
County. Activity in cold water streams is normally limited to a ten (10) NTU increase over background. Approval of this request 
would allow an exceedance of this limit for up to fifteen (15) working days, subject to monitoring and reporting. This activity 
will follow the procedures in Chapter 1, Section 23(c)(ii), of the WDEQ Water Quality Rules and Regulations, which allow for 
temporary elevated levels of turbidity in certain circumstances. An application has been submitted for a 404 Permit from the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for the project. Proposed activities include the installation of six jetties and rip-rap to stabilize the 
north bank of the river and provide cover to an exposed section of conduit.  Requests for related information and documents 
about the proposed temporary turbidity increase should be directed to Bret Callaway by email (bret.callaway@wyo.gov) or 
phone (307-777-5802).  Comments must be addressed to Bret Callaway, Wyoming DEQ/WQD, 200 West 17th  Street, 4th 
Floor, Cheyenne, WY 82002, and postmarked before 5:00 p.m. on October 31, 2018 (or faxed 
to 307-635-1784) to be considered. Phone or email comments will not be accepted.  

Understanding soil-water relationships for more efficient irrigation is the focus of a new bulletin from the University of 
Wyoming Extension.  Extension Irrigation Specialist Vivek Sharma explores the basics of soil water concepts and associated 
terms in Irrigation Management: Basics of Soil Water, B-1330.  A better understanding of definitions and terms associated with 
soil water can aid communication between agriculture producers, irrigation practitioners, Extension personnel, researchers and 
water management and regulatory agency personnel, said Sharma, based at the Powell Research and Extension Center and an 
assistant professor in the Department of Plant Sciences at UW.  Topics include soil consumption, soil bulk density, soil water 
content, the soil moisture characteristic curve, available water capacity, total available water and the water balance, among 
others.  The publication is available for free viewing or download by going to uwyo.edu/uwe and 
clicking on the Find a Publication tab and entering the title or bulletin number.   
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U.S. Senator John Barrasso (R-WY), chairman of the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works (EPW), welcomed 
John Kennedy, deputy director of the Wyoming Game and Fish Department, to the committee. Kennedy was testifying before 
the committee at a hearing titled “From Yellowstone’s Grizzly Bear to the Chesapeake’s Delmarva Fox Squirrel -- Successful 
State Conservation, Recovery, and Management of Wildlife.”  The hearing focused on elevating the role of states in wildlife 
management, conservation, and species recovery activities. The hearing followed a July legislative hearing on the Endangered 
Species Act Amendments of 2018, draft legislation authored by Barrasso. The draft bill has received broad support from 
stakeholders, state and local governments, and conservation organizations.  Barrasso introduced Kennedy to the committee prior 
to his testimony. “I would now like to introduce Mr. John Kennedy, who serves as deputy director for internal operations at the 
Wyoming Game and Fish Department. “Mr. Kennedy began his career at the Wyoming Game and Fish Department in 2004 as 
the Service Division Chief. In that role, his duties included, but were not limited to, coordinating the agency’s management of 
wildlife habitat, as well as conservation education.  “Now, as deputy director, Mr. Kennedy is responsible for the agency’s 
oversight of the fish, wildlife, services, and fiscal divisions.  “He also serves on a number of committees of the Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies and the Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies. Each of these positions has provided 
Mr. Kennedy with valuable wildlife conservation, recovery, and management expertise.  “Mr. Kennedy, it is a privilege to 
welcome you to the Environment and Public Works Committee,” said Barrasso.  In his written testimony, Kennedy detailed how 
the Wyoming Game and Fish Department has worked to successfully manage hundreds of wildlife species across the state.  
“The Department’s core priority is to manage fish and wildlife using sound scientific principles while maintaining stakeholder 
satisfaction with the wide array of recreation activities and experiences Wyoming has to offer.  “Activities to achieve this 
priority include actively monitoring fish and wildlife populations; adjusting regulations to ensure sustained use; maintaining a 
dialogue with users, conservationists, and other government managers; conducting research; enforcing laws and regulations; 
assisting in habitat conservation and restoration efforts; maintaining public access to recreation; promoting hunter and boater 
safety; providing conservation information and education; building effective partnerships; maintaining sound business 
management and accounting processes; and more,” said Kennedy.  In his testimony, Kennedy detailed Wyoming’s efforts to 

manage and recover the grizzly bear and several other specific species. “By many 
accounts, the biggest conservation success story in North America is the successful 
recovery of the grizzly bear in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem…. Today, 
grizzly bears have expanded to all suitable habitats and have saturated the core 
habitats in the ecosystem.”  He continued: “The Wyoming Game and Fish 
Department has invested enormous fiscal and personnel resources to monitor and 
manage the grizzly bears over a period of decades. Since 1980, the Wyoming 
Game and Fish Commission has invested over $50 million in grizzly bear recovery 
– more than any other single entity.”  Kennedy also stressed the need for reform of 
the Endangered Species Act. He pointed to a recent court decision to relist the 
grizzly bear as an example. “Wyoming citizens are extremely frustrated by this 
decision and the resulting transfer of management authority back to the federal 
government. This decision is proof 
positive that the Endangered Species 
Act is in need of reform.” 
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