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Please join Woodard & Curran, the Wyoming Water Development Office, the South Big Horn 
Conservation District, and the Meeteetse Conservation District for a public Draft Report 
Presentation to discuss the Greybull River Level I Watershed study.  These meetings will 
present the study’s results to date which allow the public to comment on those findings.  The 
public participation process is an effective way to bring together the community, so please join 
us!  

• When:  Wednesday September 26th, 2018 – 6:30pm to 8:00pm 
• Where: Meeteetse Conservation District Office – 1906 State Street Meeteetse, WY 

Purchasing hay based on quality is a key to ensuring the best product for the price, but it requires being proactive and asking the 
right questions. When hay supply is abundant, prices are lower and ranchers may not see the benefit in taking the time to price 
hay based on quality; however, taking time to do this in a year with ample supply will help one be comfortable with the process 
when supply is short.  When evaluating hay for purchase there are some steps to ensure the best decision is made concerning 
both economics and nutrition. Not all hay is of equal quality or value; however, it is marketed as such. When purchasing hay, it 
is beneficial to have a plan and know the needs based on quantity and quality.  Step 1: Determine feed quantity needs.  
Calculate how many pounds of feed will get the cattle through the feeding period, whether this is the winter or a longer period in 
a dry-lot situation. Make sure to include hay waste in your pounds fed per head per day, as storage and environmental losses can 
add up quickly. Here is a calculation to start with:  Days on feed x number of head x pounds fed per head per day (include a 
minimum of 10% waste) 180 days x 200 head x 35 lbs. = 1,260,000 lbs. or 630 ton.   Step 2: Complete a feed inventory.  List 
current resources, both quantity and quality. This will allow for determining quantity and quality of feed that needs to be 
purchased. In certain situations, this may be the end of the process if the feed inventory quantity and quality is sufficient for the 
feeding period. Step 3: Determine shortfalls.  Conducting an inventory of feedstuffs on a quality basis allows one to determine 
whether protein or energy is the first limiting nutrient in a ration. Knowing which nutrient needs to be supplemented can be 
tricky and cost and convenience must be taken into consideration. Working with a nutrition consultant or SDSU Extension 
Cow/Calf Field Specialist can be helpful through this process.   Step 4: Find options and compare prices on a per unit of 
nutrient basis.  Before purchasing any hay, it is important to have the results of a nutrient analysis. Several laboratories are 
available to send samples to and receive energy or total digestible nutrient (TDN), protein and mineral information. If the 
individual selling the hay has not done a test, do not be afraid to request one or do one yourself. Most labs are under $30 per test 
and have a turn-around time of 10 days or less. The analysis provides the best opportunity to make the proper management 
decision based on the specific cattle nutrient needs and price. By “guessing” at quality, one could be making a serious mistake 
and end up compromising cattle performance or costing much more than it should.  Here is an example of a price comparison of 
two hays priced at $95/ton delivered. The comparison needs to be done on a dry matter basis for protein and energy. Simply take 
the as-is price divided by the percent dry matter to achieve price per ton of dry matter (DM). Then take the DM price divided by 
percent nutrient on a DM basis to arrive at the price per unit of nutrient.   As-is price ÷ 
% dry matter ÷ % nutrient = Cost per nutrient on DM basis $95 ÷ 0.88 ÷ 0.14 = $771/ 
ton CP on DM basis.  

!!Visit our Facebook page!!! https://www.facebook.com/MeeteetseCD/ 

http://www.meeteetse-conservewy.net/
https://igrow.org/up/resources/02-1000-2015.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/MeeteetseCD/


* Indicates Multi-Day Accumulation 

Hunters who submit blood samples and other information about elk they harvest will be entered into a raffle to win high-quality 
outdoor equipment. The Wyoming Game and Fish Department established the brucellosis raffle as a thank you for participating 
in the monitoring program and to encourage hunters to continue to submit samples.  Leading outdoor manufacturers and 
conservation organizations have donated equipment to the raffle to support brucellosis monitoring. Raffle prizes include a 6.5 
Creedmoor Mossberg Patriot bolt-action rifle donated by the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Wyoming chapter; a Vortex Viper 
HS LR 6-24x50 FFP rifle scope and a Viper HD 15-45x65 spotting scope donated by Vortex Optics; Maven C1 binoculars 
(8x42 or 10x42) and a Maven T-shirt and hat donated by Maven and the Wyoming chapter of The Wildlife Society; and a Game 
and Fish sweatshirt and hat combo.  Brucellosis is a bacterial disease endemic in elk and bison throughout the area surrounding 
Yellowstone in Wyoming, Idaho and Montana. A state/federal eradication program has almost eliminated the disease in cattle, 
but infected elk and bison pose a continuing threat.  Voluntary hunter participation is fundamental for the program’s success and 
Game and Fish appreciates hunter efforts to submit samples. Those who draw multiple elk licenses and receive multiple kits will 
be entered into the raffle for each kit returned. The raffle drawing will be held in March 2019.  Elk hunt areas 
targeted for surveillance in 2018 can be found on the interactive brucellosis map on the Game and Fish website. Not 
all hunters with a license in those areas will receive a testing kit via mail, but are encouraged to contact Game and 
Fish to obtain a kit and participate in the program and raffle. See how to take a blood sample with this video.  

Late summer/early fall is a time when many pollinators are wrapping up their business.  This includes many species of bumble 
bees which are busy producing new queens for the next year.  Late blooming flowers are a favorite spot for these new queen 
bees.  They busily feed, trying to build up their energy reserves before they enter the hibernacula they have dug out where they 
will go dormant and wait out winter. As you might imagine they need plenty of energy to survive winter and get off to a good 
start in the spring.  Planting late blooming plants can provide resources to these bees and other pollinators making a last dash to 
the end of the growing season.  Liatris punctata (Dotted Blazing Star) is one of these resource rich plants.  A native to our state 

(in the aster family of plants) it can make a big splash in a landscape with its bright 
purple flowers.  It's not just looks and nectar that it offers either, it is quite drought 
tolerant, more so than many of the Liatris species you may find more commonly 
find in nurseries (possibly because of its taproot which can grow to depths of 7 to 
16 feet - yes, feet!). Locating plants to buy can take a bit more persistence than the 
species not native to our state.  If you are a gardening DIYer you can start these 
plants from seed in the spring (it's not too hard) and then transplant them into a 
sunny spot before they get too large (due to that taproot). They are one of our 
native plants where some patience pays off if you grow them from seed.  They are 
a bit pokey taking off - it often takes a couple of years before they bulk up enough 
to really put on a flowering display.  When they do the bumble bees will find them 
quickly!  If the plants like their location they can reseed a fair amount (especially 
in spots with open, not mulched, ground).  Take a moment as fall quickly 
approaches to take a look at your landscape - are there spots that could use some 
more color this time of year?  Want to give those pollinators a helping hand? You 
can read more about pollinators and see more pics of pollinator friendly plants in 
our publication "Promoting Pollinators on Y our Place: A Wyoming Guide" (be a 
bit patient if you pull up the pdf file - it's a bit big due to all the great pictures!) 
Check out page 34-38 for a calendar of blooming plants, and page 61 onward for 
lots of pictures in the "plant portraits" section that can give you some great ideas 
for plants to add to your landscape.  As always you can 
also find lots more information on flowers, shrubs and 
trees on our Landscaping page.   

MEETEETSE WEATHER 

https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Wildlife-in-Wyoming/More-Wildlife/Wildlife-Disease/Brucellosis-Info-and-Maps/Brucellosis-Raffle.aspx
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Wildlife-in-Wyoming/More-Wildlife/Wildlife-Disease/Brucellosis-Info-and-Maps/Brucellosis-Raffle.aspx
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Wildlife-in-Wyoming/More-Wildlife/Wildlife-Disease/Brucellosis/Brucellosis-Map
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEJGZDl7OL8&feature=youtu.be
https://barnyardsandbackyards.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25605ef015219738eb2fba5dc&id=2871dcba66&e=d6ce5626d0
https://barnyardsandbackyards.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25605ef015219738eb2fba5dc&id=6c9a08734a&e=d6ce5626d0
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