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The Wyoming Game and Fish Department confirmed a bull elk harvested by a hunter tested 
positive for chronic wasting disease (CWD) in Elk Hunt Area 66. The elk was killed northeast 
of Meeteetse and this is the first time CWD has been found in this elk hunt area.  To ensure that 
hunters are informed, Game and Fish has the practice of announcing when CWD is found in a 
new hunt area. Additionally, Game and Fish follows the human health recommendation of the 
Centers for Disease Control, which state that hunters should strongly consider having their elk, 
deer and moose tested if harvested in an area where CWD is known to occur, and not consume 
any animal that is obviously ill or tests positive for CWD.  Elk Hunt Area 66 is quite close to 
Elk Hunt Area 48 where CWD was first documented last year. Additionally, Game and Fish has 
previously confirmed CWD in deer in the deer hunt areas that overlap with this elk hunt area. A 
map of CWD endemic areas is available on the Game and Fish website.  Last year, Game and 
Fish personnel tested 3,351 CWD samples throughout the state, which is a 
significant increase from past years, and continues to evaluate the new 
recommendations for trying to manage the disease.  Please visit the Game and Fish 
website for more information on chronic wasting disease transmission and 

regulations on transportation and disposal of carcasses.  
  

No matter what materials hay producers choose to bind forage with, the method of storage throughout the summer, into the fall 
and winter is important to maintaining forage quality, as well as minimizing waste and simultaneously cost of production.  To 
maximize quality and minimize waste, read on to learn some research-based tips on forage storage put together by Taylor 
Grussing, SDSU Extension Cow/Calf Field Specialist and Karla Hernandez, SDSU Extension Forages Field Specialist.  Factors 
Affecting Outside Storage Losses: - Bale Density: With dry hay (moisture at 10-20 percent), the denser the bale, the lower the 
amount of spoilage. The density of round bales should be a minimum of 10 pounds of hay per cubic foot.  Field 
operations: Uniform swaths, sized to match the recommendations of the baler, will help produce uniform and dense hay bales.  
Reduce outdoor storage loss with these tips: Outdoor hay storage, increased precipitation results in greater chance for storage 
losses. Stacking and storage methods noted below can help reduce outside storage loss.  Stacking: Bales should be removed 
from harvest areas as soon as possible in order to allow for uniform regrowth and potentially more cuttings - depending on the 
forage type.  Round bales that are stacked alongside harvest areas should be orientated flat end to flat end, in north and south 
rows. Stacking east and west will cause deterioration on the north-facing surfaces if not used before next summer.  Stacks should 
be placed in well drained, non-shaded areas to prevent spoilage.  It is recommended to leave three feet between rows to provide 
adequate air flow, sun exposure for drying and reduce excess moisture accumulation.  Reduce hay fire danger: If removing hay 
from the field and stacking in a hay yard, make sure bales are cool and dry to eliminate any potential heating and fire danger.  
Storage: There are many storage options for hay. The more protected the storage option, typically the greater the expense.   
However, when penciling out expenses, the price of wasted hay isn't cheap.  Depending on how much hay is harvested and used 
each year, it may be cost effective to improve hay storage methods.  What can be done today?  Taking current hay prices into 
account, last year's decreased forage production and future forage needs, storage options may need to be re-evaluated sooner 
than later.  While building a barn may not be realistic this summer, take note of current stacking methods, and see if changes can 
be made this year to decrease waste.  In addition, document current hay inventory (accounting for some waste) and compare this 
to the winter hay needs of the cowherd.  If additional forage needs to be sourced, be sure to purchase quality hay confirmed with 
a nutrient analysis.  Lastly, begin tracking hay waste each year and compare the cost 
of wasted hay to the cost of improving hay storage on your farm long term.   

!!!Visit our Facebook page!!! https://www.facebook.com/MeeteetseCD/ 

http://www.meeteetse-conservewy.net/
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Wildlife-in-Wyoming/More-Wildlife/Wildlife-Disease/CWD-in-Wyoming-Wildlife/CWD-Map
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Wildlife-in-Wyoming/More-Wildlife/Wildlife-Disease/Chronic-Wasting-Disease
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Wildlife-in-Wyoming/More-Wildlife/Wildlife-Disease/Chronic-Wasting-Disease
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Wildlife-in-Wyoming/More-Wildlife/Wildlife-Disease/Chronic-Wasting-Disease
http://igrow.org/about/authors/taylor-grussing/
http://igrow.org/about/authors/taylor-grussing/
http://igrow.org/about/authors/karla-hernandez/
https://www.facebook.com/MeeteetseCD/


* Indicates Multi-Day Accumulation 

Out West, wildfires and weeds are closely linked. The spread of invasive grasses is leading to 
more frequent and intense wildfires. These invasive grasses degrade the health of native 
rangelands, which threatens both wildlife and rural ways of life.  An estimated 100 million acres of land – both public and 
private – have some degree of infestation by invasive grasses, such as cheatgrass, medusahead rye and others. In the Great Basin, 
cheatgrass dominates up to 70 million acres.  Ranchers, land managers, nonprofits and government agencies are working 
together to combat invasives. And for ranchers, a number of options are available for fighting their spread on your land.  Here is 
what we know about invasives and how to combat them:  1. Cheatgrass is highly flammable, and it’s altering the fire cycle in the 
West. It uses a “get rich fast” approach of shallow roots, focusing efforts on producing seeds. After a fire, cheatgrass can out- 
compete native plants like sagebrush, which greatly impacts the ecosystem.  2. Emerging studies show that fighting invasive 
grasses — while expensive — saves money in the long run for ranchers. Through treatment, native plants can rebound, which 
provide higher-value forage for livestock. The best return on investment for ranchers is to remove invasives early.  3. When 
ranchers graze sustainably, they promote deep-rooted perennials, revegetate disturbed areas, and combat invasives. Ranchers can 
remove invasives and use prescribed grazing (rotating livestock among pastures to prevent overgrazing) to improve the health of 
rangelands and value of forage to livestock.  4. USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service offers technical and financial 
assistance to ranchers wanting to combat invasives and improve plant diversity on their land. Since 2010, NRCS has worked 
with ranchers to remove 2.1 million acres of invasive plants and implement prescribed grazing on 2 million acres as part of 
the Sage Grouse Initiative or SGI. Through SGI, NRCS helps ranchers improve working lands and keep them working while 
helping the greater sage-grouse and 350 other species that depend on the sagebrush landscape.  5. Invasive grasses know no 

boundaries. NRCS works closely with a network of partners to combat invasives 
as well as help recover fire-impacted landscapes on public and private lands.  
One excellent example of this kind of partnership is the work being done to 
rehabilitate areas burned by the 2015 Soda Fire; the fire burned over 280,000 
acres, or more than 40-plus square miles, of sagebrush in Idaho and Oregon. As 
part of this process, the Bureau of Land Management is also trying to prevent or 
stop future fires in a first-of-its-kind project – a partnership with local ranchers to 
graze firebreaks that will protect livestock forage and sage grouse habitat.
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https://www.sagegrouseinitiative.com/our-work/proactive-conservation/

	CWD found in elk hunt area near Meeteetse
	The Wyoming Game and Fish Department confirmed a bull elk harvested by a hunter tested positive for chronic wasting disease (CWD) in Elk Hunt Area 66. The elk was killed northeast of Meeteetse and this is the first time CWD has been found in this elk ...
	Tips to Consider when Stacking and Storing Hay This Season
	The Wildfire and Weed Cycle – What We Know About Slowing the Growth of Both

