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Identifying pollinators in Wyoming, their lifecycles and how to attract them 
are now part of a new booklet from the University of Wyoming Extension.  
“Promoting Pollinators on Your Place,” looks at not only the myriads of 
insects-hummingbirds, but also the flowers and other plants that attract them.  Pollination is 
essential for flower reproduction and many crops in Wyoming.  “Growing conditions for plants 
in Wyoming can be tough,” says Jennifer Thompson, Extension small-acreage team coordinator, 
“Despite this; the state is host to an amazing variety of pollinators that visit them.”  The booklet 
also has raising bees and beekeeper information sections.  Copies of the bulletin are available at 
Extension offices and many Conservation District and Weed and Pest Control District Offices.    
The website contains links to all references mentioned in the booklet.  Jones says knowing what 
pollinators are present, and what they are looking for such as: nectar, pollen and nesting sites, 
can help people create conditions that promote pollinator well-being in backyards, vegetable 
plots, hoop houses and fields.  “I have never met anyone who didn’t at least have a practical 

appreciation of plant pollination, and the majority of people love the beauty of flowers, so this new publication will be useful to 
all Wyomingites growing gardens or planting landscapes,” says Scott Schell, Extension assistant entomologist and among the 
contributors.  Jeff Edwards, Extension pesticide training coordinator, says many people are concerned about the dwindling 
numbers of pollinators but don’t have a point of reference of what is normal.  “But we do get questions like, ‘Where are the bees 
this year?’” noted Edwards, also a contributor.  “Wyoming does not have the plant or pollinator diversity as many states, but if 
you plant a pollinator garden and actually observe the insects visiting the flowers, you will be amazed at what shows up,” he 
says.  “Why create this publication?  To inform, encourage and share.”  Funding from the Wyoming Department of Agriculture 
specialty crop program supports the project.  
 

As part of a three year project to evaluate how well newly installed fish passage structures allow upstream movement of 
sensitive species of fish, biologists with the Wyoming Game and Fish Department recently electrofished Timber Creek, a 
tributary of the Greybull River west of Meeteetse, to capture and tag fish.  Fish Passage Biologist Erin Leonetti said passive 
integrated transponder tags or PIT tags are tiny devices inserted into the abdomen or near the dorsal fin of the fish that 
allow biologists to track movements of fish past specific locations in streams. “For this project, Yellowstone cutthroat trout and 
mountain sucker in Timber Creek are captured and PIT tagged to help us determine the effectiveness of a 2014 initiative.  This 
initiative consolidated four irrigation headgates on Timber Creek into one headgate with a fish screen and constructed fish-
friendly structures downstream of the old abandoned concrete diversions.  The 2014 initiative was spearheaded by Trout 
Unlimited to improve connectivity of fish habitat, allow for upstream movement of fish and prevent fish loss down irrigation 
canals.  Game and Fish is assisting by conducting post-monitoring work,” Leonetti said.  Since post-monitoring work began in 
2017, 569 fish have been captured, tagged and released.  When a tagged fish swims through a looped antenna anchored in the 
water, the unique identifying number from the tag is digitally recorded to a reader, which can be downloaded at a later 
date.  Biologists will then use this information to assess upstream and downstream movement of fish in Timber 
Creek.  “Post-monitoring projects like this are important,” Leonetti said.  “They provide necessary information on 
the effectiveness of these structures which in turn allows Game and Fish and other conservation organizations to 
better plan for future fish passage and irrigation projects like screening irrigation ditches and constructing fish-
friendly diversions.”  

!!!Visit our Facebook page!!!  https://www.facebook.com/MeeteetseCD/
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The stuff of socks, sweaters and high-tech underwear now has yet another use, according to a Montana State University (MSU) 
study – revegetating roadsides to prevent erosion.  At a road cut along Highway 287 near Three Forks, Mont., healthy patches of 
native grasses are a testament to the lasting benefits of using wool, said Rob Ament, a research scientist at the Western 
Transportation Institute in MSU’s Norm Asbjornson College of Engineering.  When Ament’s research team began the project 
four years ago, they suspected wool might have advantages over the straw and shredded coconut hull used in traditional erosion 
control blankets, which buffer slopes against sun and rain until seeds germinate and plants take hold.  The results of the recently 
concluded study, however, surprised him.  “We were astonished by the vigorous plant growth,” Ament said during a recent visit 
to the site.  At the square-meter plots that received erosion blankets made of wool blended with straw, 
the team observed three to four times more perennial grasses. 

Four reasons to test your water - Following at least are four good reasons to test your well water: To protect your family: It’s 
hard to imagine a head of household knowingly feeding his or her family members something that was harmful to their health. 
Yet, when well owners do not test their water, they could unknowingly be allowing their families to drink unsafe water.  Others 
are doing it: Regular water testing is a normal stewardship practice for many well owners. If it makes sense for them, it makes 
sense for you to test your water.  To gain peace of mind: Is it really worth wondering or worrying about the safety of your 
water? Get some peace of mind and test it.  To maintain your property’s value: Chances are a property that doesn’t have safe 
drinking water will be less valuable than one that does. Protect your investment by testing the water and acting to protect water 
quality - A new odor, taste, or cloudiness to the water?  The well is not producing as much water as before?  A positive water 
test result for coliform bacteria, anaerobic bacteria, or another potential health concern?  Between professional inspections, well 
owners should watch their well systems closely. Use the Tip Sheet checklist below to examine the wellhead area for: Corrosion 
or deterioration of components - Components that appear loose or ajar - New potential groundwater contamination sources - 
Pooling water around the wellhead - Plant root systems within 10 feet of the wellhead. If any of these conditions are evident, 
discuss them with a qualified water well system professional.  For more information, visit www.WellOwner.org. 
 

**** **** 
Board Member Vacancy (1) At-Large Member 

(Any registered voter living within the boundaries of the district rural or urban) 
Rewarding opportunity offered to be involved in your local Conservation 

District’s plans for improving soil health, rangelands, water quality, and wildlife 
habitat in the Meeteetse area. For more information and to pick up an Application 
for Election stop by the Meeteetse Conservation District’s office located at 1906 

State Street in Meeteetse or call us at 307-868-2484. 

****Wyoming Natural Resource Foundation****  
Raffle tickets available at the MCD office 1906 State Street, Meeteetse 

Purchase a ticket now to support the Foundation and enter for a chance to win:  
1st PRIZE: 2018 John Deere XUV 560E GATOR 

2nd PRIZE: HOMAK PRO SERIES ROLLING TOOL CABINET 
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http://portal.criticalimpact.com/go.cfm?a=1&eid=915675233f9ab75840b32229e92119a4&c=25576&jid=f2d6a00644de643b&d=4543af0d6d4a083b3947229f28c3afba
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