
Board of Supervisors: 
Chairman: Tim Morrison  
Vice Chair: Tracy Renner  

Treasurer:  Kathy Gilbreath  
Secretary: Lionel Ostrander  

Member:  Joe Thomas  
MCD Staff: 

District Manager: 
Steffen Cornell 

Resource Specialist: 
Joshua Kipley 

Firewise Coordinator: 
Joshua Kipley 

NRCS: 
District Conservationist: 

Rory Karhu 
 

July 12st, 2018 
 

 
  From the 

www.meeteetse-conservewy.net 
P.O. Box 237  •  1906 State Street  •   Meeteetse, WY  82433 

Environmental and conservation groups tout the Endangered Species Act as a success, while 
opponents of the law point to a low species recovery rate and added restrictions to landowners 
as reasons to reform the law. A U.S. senator has unveiled legislation to do just that.  Sen. John 
Barrasso, R-Wyo., has released a draft version of a proposed reform bill that takes aim at 
making recovery efforts more transparent.  According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
there are 2,339 species listed as endangered or threatened both in the United States and abroad. 
In the 44-year history of the act, fewer than 2% of listed species have recovered. There is a total 
of 1,162 active species recovery plans in place. The American Farm Bureau Federation 
estimates a cost of about $1.75 billion annually to protect species. These costs primarily are 
borne by farmers and other landowners.  Barrasso, chairman of the Senate Committee on 
Environment and Public Works, said in a news release that the discussion draft of the proposal 
is designed to improve the act's success by seeking more input from states on species recovery.  
The proposed legislation would expand states' roles in conservation and species management, 
will also make conservation actions more transparent to the public and provide regulatory 
certainty to landowners.  The bill would require species listings to also include recovery goals, 

habitat objectives and other criteria that would be established by the secretary of interior.  The Endangered Species Act has faced 
extensive criticism for being out of touch with life on the ground.  For example, more than 1,200 families suffered financial and 
personal losses in a 2001, water shutoff in Oregon's Klamath Basin. It is ground zero for how federal regulations can result in 
negative, real-world consequences.  Farmers, who lived in the Klamath Irrigation Project managed by the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation, watched the spigot go dry at the hands of the federal government and the Endangered Species Act. A biological 
opinion on the state of the lost river sucker fish, the shortnose sucker and the coho salmon pointed to low water flows in rivers 
and tributaries as a reason that the species were endangered.  The shutoff of water coming from the 160-square-mile Upper 
Klamath Lake north of Klamath Falls, Oregon, put a permanent scar on farm families downstream.  Barrasso's legislation would 
enable states to lead recovery efforts for listed species, including through species recovery teams. Such teams would be allowed 
to modify recovery goals, habitat objectives or other established criteria on species recovery.  The bill would create a system to 
prioritize listing petitions, status reviews and proposed final listing determinations based on the urgency of a particular species' 
circumstances. The bill would require the act to take into account conservation efforts and improve how federal dollars and other 
resources are used in the program.  In addition, the legislation would reauthorize 
funding for the ESA for the first time since funding expired in 1992.   

 The Wyoming State Forestry Division has released an online portal to raise awareness about the potential risks and threats of 
wildfire throughout the state of Wyoming.  The Wyoming Wildfire Risk Assessment Portal, or WYWRAP, is targeted towards 
communities, fire departments, emergency planners, and land management agencies to collectively prepare for and be resilient to 
wildfires.  The portal works to enhance public awareness of wildfire and helps to build capacity for planning efforts and the 
development of hazardous fuels treatments at all levels.  The Geographic Information System (GIS) platform allows users to 
view site specific hazard data such as: wildfire risk level, how that risk can be reduced, and who to contact to learn more.  
WYWRAP provides information that is designed to reduce the potential for catastrophic wildland fires through educating the 
public and assisting decision makers to make informed choices regarding wildfire hazards, ecosystem enhancements, and public 
safety.  Wyoming State Forestry Division is grateful to the Council of Western State Foresters and the USDA Forest Service, 
State and Private Forestry Program for their generous funding support.  For more information on Wyoming State 
Forestry Division and the Wyoming Wildfire Risk Assessment Portal, visit http://wsfd.wyo.gov.  The portal can be 
accessed by viewing the following link https://hosted.wygisc.org/wsfd_wildfire/.  Media contact: Reed Oldenburg, 
Senior Resource Forester – Fuels, Wyoming State Forestry Division, reed.oldenburg@wyo,gov, 307-777-6137 
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Wyoming’s farms and ranches account for approximately 30.4 million acres of land and $22 billion in investments in land, 
buildings, machinery and equipment.  Families, individuals, partnerships and family-held corporations account for 96 percent of 
the approximately 11,700 farms and ranches in the state of Wyoming agricultural production generated gross income of $2.1 
billion in 2014.  Grocery stores, feed stores, veterinarians, bulk fuel dealers, health care providers and restaurants benefit from 
the $2.1 billion in secondary impacts resulting from local spending by Wyoming agriculture.  These are some of the insights 
presented in “The Economic Importance of Wyoming Agricultural Production,” a new four-page report from University of 
Wyoming Extension and the UW Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics.  The report is available free at 
bit.ly/UWEpubs.  Economists David “Tex” Taylor, Thomas Foulke and Roger Coupal, authors of the report, estimate the total 
economic impact of the agricultural industry is double the gross income from agricultural production, for a total contribution of 
$4.2 billion to the Wyoming economy.  “Agriculture plays an important role by bringing in outside revenue through export sales, 
and it provides economic diversity,” said Taylor.  Wyoming’s 2.4 million acres of cropland, 1.3 million cattle and calves, 
355,000 sheep and lambs, 85,000 hogs and pigs, 72,000 horses, 27,000 chickens, 9,000 goats and 3 million pounds of honey also 
produce jobs.  Taylor, Foulke and Coupal report the $4.2 billion of economic activity associated with agriculture supported an 
estimated 33,000 jobs directly and in support industries, with total labor income of nearly a billion dollars.  From a government 
standpoint, Coupal found agriculture generates an estimated $77.5 million in tax revenue for Wyoming state 
and local governments yet costs only $0.54 in local government services for every $1.00 of revenue 
generated.  Open space from private agricultural lands provides landscapes, lifestyles, wildlife habitat, and 
other ecosystem services that have economic value to both residents and visitors.  

Why price slide at livestock markets and in forward price contracts are important when making production and marketing 
decisions is explained in a new publication from the University of Wyoming (UW) Extension.  Price slide is the naturally 
occurring phenomenon that cattle prices tend to decrease an animal’s weight increases.  What is the Price Slide? B-1319 is 
available for viewing or free download by going to www.uwyo.edu/uwe and clicking on Find a Publication.  Enter the title 
number.  If making operational changes to increase weaning weights – for example, buying more expensive bulls or shifting 
calving dates – understanding how that decision affects calf values, not just weights, can be important, stated the authors.  

Understanding how price slide affects forward contracts can help producers decide 
whether or not to deliver calves that are under or over the agreed upon weight.  
Bulletin authors are UW Extension Agricultural System Specialist John Ritten, 
Extension Livestock Marketing Specialist Bridger Feuz, Beef Cattle Specialist 
Steve Paisley and Extension Educator Hudson hill.  For more 
information, contact Ritten at 307-766-3373 or 
john.ritten@uwyo.edu or Feuz at 307-783-0570 or 
bmfeuz@uwyo.edu.   

**** ***** 
Meeteetse Conservation District (MCD) provides the following services: 
1. Survey Rod, Measuring Wheel and/or Level – Available For Rent. 
2. GPS and digital camera – MCD can provide these services for you. 
3. E. coli testing for well and domestic water. 
4. Assistance with mapping (general, GIS, or topographical). 
5. Weed management information. 
8. Backpack weed sprayer – Available For Rent 
9. Hay moisture/Temperature Probe – For Rent 
10. Agricultural Weather Meter – For Rent 
Informational Requests (if you have any questions, we would be happy to       
provide the information for you or point you in the right direction).  
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