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A federal judge agreed that Wyoming ranchers add an important voice to the discussion over 
how to deal with the rebounded grizzly bear population around Yellowstone National Park. For 
decades, ranchers such as Charles C. Price and Mary E. Thoman have dealt with the deadly and 
dangerous effects of the growing grizzly bear population in their backyards but will finally be 
able to join with the court in ensuring all parties know the true effects of the grizzly bear. Mr. 
Price and Ms. Thoman, and their fellow ranchers lose countless numbers of livestock due to 
grizzly bear kills every year. Mr. Price and other ranchers in the Upper Green River Valley lost 
71 cattle to confirmed grizzly bear kills in 2017 alone. Ms. Thoman and her family have not 
only lost countless sheep to grizzly bear kills, but also one of the family’s shepherds was mauled 
by a female grizzly bear in 2010. Those trying to make an honest living in rural western 
Wyoming are forced to expend a vast amount of money to try to protect themselves, their 
employees, and their livelihoods from the unrestrained predation by the ever-growing grizzly 
bear population.  These ranchers, along with the Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation and 

Wyoming Stock Growers Association, will advocate for the position of ranchers and farmers in Wyoming, to ensure their rights 
and livelihoods are not trampled by interlopers who have no idea what it means to come face to face with a grizzly bear.  "We 
are glad the court recognized the importance of hearing what ranchers and farmers have to say about the rebounded grizzly bear 
population they are forced to deal with day in and day out,” said William Perry Pendley, Mountain States Legal Foundation 
president. Cody J. Wisniewski, Mountain States Legal Foundation lead counsel on the case, added, “Environmental 
organizations, Indian tribes, and federal bureaucrats will not be allowed to dictate policy in an echo chamber, and will be forced 
to take into account the effect of their proposed actions on the people it will affect the most local ranchers and farmers trying to 
earn an honest living.”  Mountain States Legal Foundation, on behalf of Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation, Wyoming Stock 
Growers Association, Charles C. Price, and W&M Thoman Ranches, LLC, asked the court to have 
their voices heard on February 28, 2018. In its March 14, 2018, Order, the court agreed, noting the 
ranchers and farmers “defend the interest of a small section of the regulated public […] and those 
arguments will not be represented by other parties in this case.” 

H.R. 1625, the fiscal year 2018 omnibus spending bill that was signed into law on Friday, March 23, included a permanent fix 
for CERCLA reporting requirements for farmers and ranchers.  H.R. 1625 included language from S. 2421, the Fair Agricultural 
Reporting Methods (FARM) Act which amended Section 103 of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA) to clarify that air emissions from animal waste at a farm are not applicable under this act and thus 
farmers do not need to report their emissions.  CERCLA and the Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know Act 
(EPCRA) require facilities to report releases of hazardous substances that are equal to or greater than their reportable quantities 
(RQ) within any 24-hour period.  On Dec. 18, 2008, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) published a final rule that 
exempted most farms from certain release reporting requirements in CERCLA and EPCRA. Specifically, the rule exempted 
farms releasing hazardous substances (ammonia or hydrogen sulfide) from animal waste to the air above threshold levels from 
reporting under CERCLA. For EPCRA reporting, the rule exempted reporting of such releases if the farm had fewer animals 
than a large concentrated animal feeding operation (CAFO). In short, all farms were relieved from reporting hazardous substance 
air releases from animal waste under CERCLA, and only large CAFOs were subject to EPCRA reporting.  A 
number of citizen groups challenged the validity of the final rule in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. 
Circuit. On April 11, 2017, the Court struck down the final rule, eliminating the reporting exemptions for 
farms.  With H.R. 1625 being signed into law, farmers and ranchers do not need to report the air emissions 
from animal waste at their farms under CERCLA.  

!!!Visit our Facebook page!! https://www.facebook.com/MeeteetseCD/!!! 
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Despite the challenges, there are abundant opportunities for U.S. agriculture this year amid drought in South America and 
growing export prospects; however, those opportunities are at risk according to the latest Rural Economic Review from 
CoBank’s Knowledge Exchange Division.  “Optimism over global economic growth in 2018 remains high, but it is clear that 
downside risks to growth far outweigh the likelihood of upside surprises,” said Dan Kowalski, vice president of CoBank’s 
Knowledge Exchange Division. “We are looking at 4 percent global growth, the highest since 2011; developed countries such as 
the U.S. are providing the global stimulus needed for that growth, but trade concerns now put that at risk.”   Talk of trade wars is 
complicating the U.S. economic outlook, but fiscal stimulus from tax cuts and increased government spending will boost U.S. 
growth over the next 18 months.  Persistent drought in Argentina could cut soybean output there by 20-30 percent. Global 
soybean stocks are at multi-year highs, but Argentina’s sharp production loss puts increased focus on the U.S. growing season.  
Exporters of ethanol, pork, and specialty crops are suddenly faced with the possibility that tariffs could be imposed on their 
shipments to China.  This year will likely be viewed as an inflection point for battery storage due to a federal order that advances 
the role battery storage technology will play in shaping the future of the power and energy sector.  The $1.3 trillion federal 
spending package, passed in late March, included $600 million for the USDA to create a pilot program to support the buildout of 
rural broadband.  The full quarterly U.S. rural economic review, “Trade War Risks Loom over Agriculture” is available 
at CoBank.com. Each CoBank quarterly economic review provides updates and an outlook for the following topics/industries: 
Global and U.S. Economic Environment; U.S. Agricultural Markets; Grains, Biofuels and Farm Supply; Animal Protein; Dairy; 
Other Crops; Specialty Crops; Rural Infrastructure Industries.    

While Wyoming is proceeding with plans for a 
grizzly bear hunt beginning Sept. 1, a federal judge 
in Missoula, Montana, announced last week he 
plans to conduct an August hearing on whether or 
not the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
appropriately delisted the animal from Endangered 
Species Act protection.  “I shouldn’t say I’m 
surprised,” said Brian Nesvik, the Wyoming’s chief 
game warden, who has spent years studying grizzly 
bear issues and now is helping shepherd rules and 
regulations for a hunt through Game and Fish 
protocols.  “We’re not changing anything,” Nesvik 
said of moving ahead with statewide hearings and 
rules regulating a hunting season while the court 
case percolates.  Of the timing of the August hearing 
seeming as if it is aimed at Wyoming, he said, “It 
certainly appears that way.”  U.S. District Judge 
Dana Christensen denied the federal government’s 
request to delay handling of six lawsuits and turned 
down three other motions to decide the case on 
technicalities. 

*****REMINDERS & UPDATES***** 

When: April 2nd  in Worland 10am-3pm at the Worland Community Center 
This is an opportunity for the public to give input on program priorities for local resource 

conservation efforts tied to USDA Farm Bill funding. More info: 307-347-2456 x 101 

MCD Regular Board Meeting ~ Wednesday, April 11th ~ 3:00 p.m. 1906 State Street, Meeteetse. 
 Public Welcome  ! !

Happy Trails to you!! Steffen, Josh & Bernie 
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