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Although it might seem like grazing animals will eat any grass in the field, they are actually picky 
eaters. They prefer a “buffet” of grass choices. And while it’s good for the grazing animals, growing 
a variety of forage plants in the field also benefits the plants, the soil, and the environment.  Most of 
their time grazing, animals are making decisions about what to eat with every bite. Luckily for the 
animals, they don’t normally have only one option for their meal in a pasture setting. Growing 
multiple plant species in the same space at the same time, polyculture is the norm in pasture grazing 
scenarios.  Usually, perennial grasses serve as the primary component in pastures for grazing. Most 
polyculture systems add in annual species because of their flexibility and low cost of establishment 
compared to their perennial counterparts. Using legumes (clovers, alfalfa, and peas) can increase 
protein and nutrients in the available forage. Including legumes also supplies the plants in the pasture 
with naturally produced nitrogen fertilizer.  Another tactic for forage systems is to add in brassica 
plants. Root crops like turnips, kale and radishes grow well into the colder months. This extends the 
grazing season with high quality, nutritious forages. Turnips and radishes also break up the soil with 
their strong and hardy roots. This helps reduce soil compaction, and helps the overall soil 

environment.  Creating combinations of different species and life cycles is good for the plants themselves and the animals they feed. 
It’s also good for the ecosystem that they live in. Research has shown that as we increase the diversity of plant species 
(called biodiversity) in a pasture, we generally see the diversity of other species increase, too. This increase in biodiversity includes 
everything from soil organisms and insects to songbirds and small mammals like rabbits and chipmunks.  Along with increasing 
biodiversity, another ecosystem service that polycultures provide is nutrient management. Just like different children eat different 
amounts of food – even in the same household – plants use different amounts of nutrients from the soil. The possible combination of 
nutrient uptake qualities in a polyculture allow for increased nutrient management throughout the entire year. This means fewer soil 
nutrients being transferred from the pasture to surrounding creeks, ponds, lakes and even the groundwater.  One of the most valuable 
characteristics of polyculture systems is also difficult to measure. Polyculture systems offer producers a kind of “insurance policy.” By 
combining different species – and even different varieties – in polyculture, a producer’s pasture is better protected from a variety of 
inclement conditions.  One species might do well in flood conditions; another does well in drought. Some varieties are bred for insect, 
fungal and/or viral infestations. Having a variety of plants in your forage fields can give growers some peace of mind.  Polycultures 
can help producers feed their animals more diverse and nutritious diets. The variety of plants in 
polyculture lowers the risk of any one type failing to feed producers’ animals. The biodiversity of the 
entire grazing system is increased with polyculture, which is good for the environment. 

In an important procedural decision, a unanimous United States Supreme Court ruled challenges to the 2015 Obama-era rule re-
defining Waters of the United States (WOTUS) under the Clean Water Act (CWA) were properly before federal district courts 
and not federal courts appeal.  This ruling overturned a previous decision by the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals found it had 
jurisdiction to hear the challenges from across the country before it.  The ruling found the WOTUS rule was not one of the 
limited enumerated matters under the CWA which could be challenged directly to the courts of appeal.  Specifically, the Court 
found that 509(b)(1)(E) of the CWA which addressed challenges to the promulgation of effluent limitations or “other 
limitations” did not apply.  The rule, which largely re-sets the definition of what is and what is not a water of the United States 
and therefore subject to federal jurisdiction and permitting, was found not to be a limitation subject to this section of the act.  
Justice Sonia Sotomayor wrote, “It is true that Congress could have funneled all challenges to national rules to the courts of 
appeals, but it chose a different tack here.  It carefully enumerated the seven categories of EPA action for which it wanted 
immediate circuit court review and relegated the rest to the jurisdiction of the federal district courts.” – The National Review  

!!Visit our Facebook page!! https://www.facebook.com/MeeteetseCD/!! 

http://www.meeteetse-conservewy.net/
mailto:meeteetse@conservewy.net
https://www.facebook.com/MeeteetseCD/


Snow Water Equivalent 2/1/18 

 SWE: Is the amount of water contained within the snowpack

 
The Federal grazing fee for 2018 will be $1.41 per animal unit month (AUM) for public lands administered by the Bureau of 
Land Management and $1.41 per head month (HM) for lands managed by the USDA Forest Service.  The 2017 public land 
grazing fee was $1.87.  An AUM or HM—treated as equivalent measures for fee purposes—is the use of public lands by one 
cow and her calf, one horse, or five sheep or goats for a month.  The newly calculated grazing fee was determined by a 
congressional formula and takes effect March 1, 2018.  The fee will apply to nearly 18,000 grazing permits and leases 
administered by the BLM and nearly 6,500 permits administered by the Forest Service.  The formula used for calculating the 
grazing fee was established by Congress in the 1978 Public Rangelands Improvement Act and has remained in use under a 1986 
presidential Executive Order.  Under that order, the grazing fee cannot fall below $1.35 per AUM/HM, and any increase or 
decrease cannot exceed 25 percent of the previous year’s level.  The annually determined grazing fee is established using a 1966 
base value of $1.23 per AUM/HM for livestock grazing on public lands in Western states.  The figure is then calculated 
according to three factors—current private grazing land lease rates, beef cattle prices, and the cost of livestock production.  In 
effect, the fee rises, falls, or stays the same based on market conditions.  The BLM and Forest Service are committed to strong 
relationships with the ranching community and work closely with permittees to ensure public rangelands remain healthy, 
productive working landscapes.  Fifty percent of the collected grazing fees deposited into the U.S. Treasury are returned to the 
Range Betterment Fund for on-the-ground range improvement projects. Portions of collected fees are also returned to the states 
for use in the counties where the fees were generated.  The grazing fee applies in 16 Western states on public lands administered 
by the BLM and the Forest Service.  The states are: Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, 
New Mexico, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming.  Permit holders and lessees 
may contact their local BLM or Forest Service office for additional information.

CODY - As part of ongoing efforts to 
monitor wolves, the Wyoming Game 
and Fish Department will conduct 
capture operations in northwest 
Wyoming beginning this month 
and continuing throughout the year.  
Information obtained through these 
efforts is used to assess the status and 
health of wolves in the ecosystem and 
provides insight into population 
dynamics which is critical to 
demonstrate the successful 
management of a recovered wolf 
population. Annual monitoring is vital 
to the ongoing management of wolves 
in Wyoming.  Large Carnivore Section 

Supervisor Dan Thompson said helicopter net gunning will be the primary method used to capture wolves; however, trapping 
will be used in some circumstances. “Upon capture, biologists will fit individual wolves with radio collars and collect biological 
samples,” Thompson said.  Areas where trapping will be conducted will have major access points marked with warning signs 
and area closures in the direct vicinity of trap sites.  In order to minimize conflicts at trapping sites, please observe all warning 
signs.  For more information regarding wolf capture efforts, call the Cody Game and Fish office at 307-527-7125. (Dusty 
Lasseter 307-527-7125)  

-----Reminders and Updates----- 
!! THE “FERRET DEN” AT MCD IS AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC USE!! 

PUBLIC GATHERINGS, MEETINGS, DINNERS ETC…(SMALL DONATIONS ALWAYS APPRECIATED  )
MCD Regular Board Meeting ~ Wednesday, Feb. 14th ~ 3:00 p.m. 1906 State Street, Meeteetse. 

The Public Is Welcome. 
 Happy Trails to You!  Steffen, Josh & Bernie  
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