
Board of Supervisors: 
Tim Morrison: Chairman 
Tracy Renner: Vice Chair 
Kathy Gilbreath: Treasurer 
Lionel Ostrander: Secretary 

Joe Thomas:  Member 
Staff: 

Steffen Cornell: 
District Manager 

Josh Kipley: 
Resource Specialist 

Bernie Spanogle, 
Firewise Coordinator 

NRCS: 
Rory Karhu: 

District Conservationist 
 

January 18th, 2018 
 

 
  From the 

www.meeteetse-conservewy.net 
P.O. Box 237  •  1906 State Street  •   Meeteetse, WY  82433 

307-868-2484 • Fax: 307-868-2489 • Email: meeteetse@conservewy.net 

 

CODY - The Wyoming Game and Fish Department is convening a series of public gatherings 
later this month that will determine the path of future cutthroat trout restoration efforts in the 
Bighorn Basin.  Game and Fish invites you to attend a gathering in a community near you to 
share your interests, thoughts, ideas, and concerns about this important topic and to discuss 
future restoration projects for cutthroat trout.  This will be a very different level of public 
engagement than what has occurred in the past on cutthroat trout restoration projects. Game and 
Fish will not be proposing specific projects and asking for public input on them.  Instead 
Hochhalter said, “Game and Fish is asking the public to work with us to develop a set of 
specific recommendations for future cutthroat trout restoration efforts in the Absaroka, 
Beartooth, and Bighorn Mountains.”  Participants of the meetings will not only have the 
opportunity to share their thoughts, but will also be afforded the opportunity to listen to other 
participants and learn about the current status and conservation challenges 
associated with cutthroat trout.  Yellowstone cutthroat trout populations 

continue to be lost. Without active restoration, long-term persistence of Yellowstone cutthroat trout in the 
Cody Region is questionable.  With your help, Game and Fish will be able to better balance the public’s 
interests and needs with the obligation to secure cutthroat trout for present and future generations.  Past 
restoration locations such as Eagle Creek and Porcupine Creek are likely to be discussed in addition to other 
popular streams in the Absaroka, Beartooth, and Bighorn Mountains. Cody Region.” 
Meetings will be held: 

Jan. 25 Worland Washakie Co Fairgrounds, Emergency management 
room 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

Jan. 29 Cody Park Co Library, Grizzly room 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Jan. 31 Lovell Lovell Community Center 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

The incidence of bloat in cattle grazing legumes is well documented. Bloat is caused by the rapid fermentation of legume plants 
that produce high levels of gas as a by-product of the fermentation. This excess gas cannot be eliminated fast enough, and the 
animal can die from the excess pressure on the internal organs. Its effect on reproductive efficiency is indirectly related to 
abortions or infertility resulting from affected animals. The report by Majak et al. (1995) provides a summary of the pasture 
management strategies to reduce bloat:   

1. Every cultivar of alfalfa tested caused bloat. 
2. Sainfoin, cicer milkvetch, and birdsfoot trefoil are legumes that did not cause bloat. 
3. Advanced stages of maturity of the alfalfa plant will reduce the probability of bloat. 
4. Cattle susceptible to bloat will have a slower passage rate in the rumen (allowing more time for gas production) and these 

cattle would also consume 18-25% less forage before bloating than non-bloaters. 
5. Mineral supplementation did not reduce the incidence of bloat. 
6. The only additive tested that would reduce bloat was poloxalene. 
7. Seasonal weather conditions, including a killing frost, did not influence the incidence of bloat. 
8. Waiting until the dew was off alfalfa before grazing was substantiated as a method to reduce bloat. 
9. Cattle that had continuous access to alfalfa had less bloat than those that had access for shorter periods of time each day. 

!!Visit our Facebook page!! https://www.facebook.com/MeeteetseCD/!! 
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 SWE: Is the amount of water contained within the snowpack 

Snow Water Equivalent 1/18/18 

Farmers and ranchers attending the American Farm Bureau Federation's annual convention this week in Nashville were treated 
to an address from President Donald Trump.  "You know, the last sitting president to speak to the American Farm Bureau 
Convention was President George H.W. Bush twenty-five years ago," Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue said.  
Perdue welcomed Trump to the convention and said his attendance sends a strong message to rural America.  "It's an indication 
of what this President thinks about your organization, you as people, and what you do for the United States economy," he said.  
Once on stage, the President did not waste time in praising farmers and ranchers for enduring values.  "The men and women in 
this room come from different backgrounds and from all across our land but each of you carries the same title that's been proudly 
born by patriots, pioneers, inventors, and entrepreneurs, the title of very proud American farmer," Trump said. "Thank you very 
much."  Gretchen Schubert is from Huntley and said she is interested in the inheritance of the family farm.  "That means so 
much to me," Schubert said. "My son and daughter-in-law are back home helping with the ranch and to know that succession 
and to my grandchildren will still continue means the world to me."  The President said that with every decision his 
administration makes, they're honoring America's proud farming legacy.  "Years of crushing taxes, crippling regulations, and 
corrupt politics left our communities hurting, our economy stagnant, and millions of hardworking Americans completely 
forgotten," he said.  The statement resonated well with farmers and ranchers in attendance, especially young producers.  
According to Circle native Gill Gasper, there's some optimism in agriculture.   "Just based on rolling back some of the rules and 
regulations that we're facing every day," Gasper said. "Allowing producers to get back to work and doing what they do and that's 
feeding the world and taking care of their families and operations."  As for the new Farm Bill, the President promised it would 
continue to provide a safety net for producers who are now entering their fifth year of declining incomes.   Trump added that 
NAFTA and other trade agreements account for roughly a quarter of U.S. agriculture revenues. He said he's working very hard 
to get a better deal for farmers, ranchers, and manufacturers.   Source: MTN/Northern Ag Network 

Environmental groups and tribal 
governments are asking a federal judge to 
rule immediately in their favor and 
invalidate the federal government’s 
decision to lift protections for the 
Yellowstone grizzly bears.  The various 
groups, represented by Earthjustice, 
requested summary judgement from the 
U.S. District Court in Missoula in their 
lawsuit over the removal of Endangered 
Species Act protections from the 
Yellowstone grizzly bears.  The request, 
filed on Jan. 8, came on the last day of a 
public comment period on how an appeals 
court decision regarding the delisting of 
wolves in the Great Lakes should affect 
the Yellowstone grizzlies’ final delisting 
rule.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

opened that comment period months after the bears were delisted, a move opponents say was meant to cover up legal flaws in 
the rule removing protections for the bears.  

 
-----Reminders and Updates----- 

Please join the Wyoming Water Development Commission, South Big Horn Conservation District, Meeteetse 
Conservation District and Woodard & Curran for a public Status Update meeting to discuss the Greybull River 

Watershed Study.  February 1st, 2018 at 6:00 pm at the Meeteetse CD office.    
!! THE “FERRET DEN” AT MCD IS AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC USE!! 

PUBLIC GATHERINGS, MEETINGS, DINNERS ETC… 

MCD Regular Board Meeting ~ Wednesday, Feb. 14th ~ 3:00 p.m. 1906 State Street, Meeteetse. 
The Public Is Welcome. 

Happy Trails to You!  Steffen, Josh & Bernie 
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