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- CHEYENNE - New data on the 
Wyoming sage grouse population reveals bird numbers will likely decline in the coming year 
based on an analysis of sage grouse wings provided by hunters. Data collected shows that in 
2017, there were 1.2 chicks per hen, compared to 0.9 chicks per hen in 2016. This number 
mirrors the 10-year average from 2007-2016. Typically, biologists would like to see numbers of 
1.4-1.6 chicks per hen to maintain population stability.  Hunters contribute to the management 
of sage grouse by assisting the Wyoming Game and Fish Department in the data collection 
through legal, regulated hunting. Wing data is gathered from hunters who voluntarily deposit 
wings in barrels scattered across central and southwest Wyoming. Over 2000 wings were 
collected in 2017, and wings from 924 chicks and 767 hens were examined.  “By looking at the 
ratio of chicks to hens, it gives us a good idea of what our reproduction was for this year, and 
that helps us predict what our lek counts will be next year in terms of whether there will be more 
birds or fewer birds based on this year’s reproduction,” Tom Christiansen, sage grouse program 
coordinator for the Wyoming Game and Fish Department said. “We appreciate hunters who 

provided wings. Their participation helps us manage the bird and build on previous years’ data.”  Christiansen 
says the extreme winter experienced in western Wyoming last year had a minimal effect on sage grouse 
production, noting that if anything, mortality is usually at its lowest during the winter months.  Wing data is just 
one tool Game and Fish uses to estimate sage grouse population. Department personnel and other partners also 
visit over 1,600 leks, or breeding grounds to count the numbers of sage grouse visiting on each lek.  

On November 29th, during the Wyoming Natural Resources Rendezvous in Casper, Scott Talbott, Wyoming Game and Fish 
Department (WGFD) director, reported to the joint Wildlife Committee, discussing grizzly bears and other wildlife.  He stated 
the delisting and state management of grizzlies has been a priority for Wyoming Governor Matt Mead and the WGFD 
Commission over the last seven years.  “Finally, successful negotiations on delisting grizzlies were achieved, and immediately, 
there were six lawsuits filed,” he said, noting literally every aspect of grizzly bears has been litigated.  The issue on grizzly bears 
now comes from a recent court decision, which ruled U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) did not adequately assess other 
distinct population segments (DPS), said Talbott.  From a state perspective, grizzly bears are delisted, reported Talbott, who said 
WGFD held a series of public meeting across Wyoming asking for public input on several aspects of grizzly management.  
“WGFD and the Commission intend to move forward next spring to explore the opportunities of a hunting season for grizzlies 
and the state management of grizzly bears in fall of 2018,” Talbott stated, noting hunting could be stopped by the court if an 
injunction is placed.  He mentioned grizzly bears are very costly for WGFD to manage, and about $46 million has been invested 
on grizzlies, mostly used for damage compensation.  “Grizzly bears continue to be a very high priority program for WGFD,” 
Talbott explained, adding the grizzly program is a high liability for livestock producers, hunters and residents in Wyoming.  
“WGFD is still optimistic we’re going to go forward with state management of grizzly bears,” he concluded. 

Montana Republican U.S. Senator Steve Daines introduced a bill to eliminate wilderness study area designations on nearly 
450,000 acres of federal lands in the state; a move he said will improve public access, but was met with jeers from some 
conservation advocates.  Called the Protect the Public Use of Public Lands Act, the bill moves to release five wilderness study 
areas managed by the U.S Forest Service.  If released, the lands would stay in federal control, but restrictions on uses like 
logging, grazing and motorized use could be changed. 

http://www.meeteetse-conservewy.net/
mailto:meeteetse@conservewy.net


Snow Water Equivalent 12/20/2017 

DENVER – After a thorough review of the best-available scientific and commercial information, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) announced that the white-tailed prairie dog is not currently in danger of 
extinction and is not likely to become in danger of extinction within the foreseeable future. Consequently, the 
Service has released a 12-month finding stating that the species is not warranted for listing under the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA) at this time. Prior to making this not warranted determination, the Service and 
its partners conducted a Species Status Assessment (SSA), which is an in-depth review of the species’ biology, 
stressors and status, and a source of the best scientific information needed for all ESA decisions. This approach allows for state, 
tribal, and partner engagement and identifies opportunities to work with others to implement conservation efforts in advance of 
potential ESA decisions.  This SSA evaluated all relevant stressors to the species, including the effects of agricultural land 
conversion, shooting, poisoning, overgrazing, invasive weeds, wildfire, urbanization, energy development, drought, and sylvatic 
plague.  After analyzing the current and potential future effects of these stressors on the species, the Service found that white-
tailed prairie dog populations are in moderate to high overall condition, have multiple resilient populations, and exhibit 
adaptability to stressors. Therefore, the Service finds that these stressors do not, alone or in combination, rise to a level that 
causes this species to meet the definition of a threatened species or an endangered species and that listing the white-tailed prairie 
dog as threatened or endangered is not warranted.  Should the public have any new information concerning the taxonomy, 
biology, ecology, status of, or stressors to the white-tailed prairie dog, the Service requests that information be sent to: Tyler 
Abbott, Field Supervisor, Wyoming Ecological Services Field Office, 307–772–2374, ext. 231.  New information will help the 
Service monitor the species and continue to encourage its conservation. The Service also encourages local conservation agencies 
and stakeholders to continue cooperative monitoring and conservation efforts for the species. If an emergency situation develops 
for the white-tailed prairie dog, the Service will act to provide immediate protection.  This announcement is a result of a 
September 9, 2014 court order (Rocky Mountain Wild v. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 2014, case 9:13-cv-00042-DWM), which 
required the Service to reevaluate a previous 12-month finding on the species. The new 12-month finding released today 
addresses all of the issues raised in the court’s order. One of five prairie dog species in North America, the white-tailed prairie 
dog lives in a variety of habitats, including sagebrush steppe, grasslands, and semiarid Canyonlands. Its range extends from 
southern Montana, through central and southern Wyoming, and into northeastern Utah and northwestern Colorado. The white-
tailed prairie dog is 13 to 15 inches long and can be identified by its white tail tip and dark brown or black cheek patches. Like 

other prairie dog species, the white-
tailed prairie dog lives in family groups 
within colonies that are made up of 
burrow complexes. However, it is the 
least social of the prairie dog species and 
has lower within-colony densities. 
Prairie dogs spend a large amount of 
their time foraging for vegetation near 
the colony. During the winter, white-
tailed prairie dogs will hibernate for 
several months, so they must eat enough 
vegetation during the active season to 
build up sufficient fat stores. Prairie dogs 
are so named because of the "barks" they 
use to signal to other members of the 
colony when an intruder approaches.  
More information on white-tailed prairie 
Dogs can be found at:  
https://www.fws.gov/mountain-
prairie/es/whiteTailedPrairieDog.php. 

!!Visit our Facebook page!! https://www.facebook.com/MeeteetseCD/!! 

-----Reminders and Updates----- 
MCD Regular Board Meeting ~ Wednesday, Jan. 10th ~ 3:00 p.m. 1906 State Street, Meeteetse. 

The Public Is Welcome. 
Happy Trails to You!  Steffen, Josh & Bernie 

https://www.fws.gov/mountain-prairie/es/whiteTailedPrairieDog.php
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Embracing Critical Roles: 
Tools for Women in Ag.

Powell, January 2018 

P l e a s e  c a l l  
  J e r e m i a h  V a r d i m a n  a t  7 5 4 - 8 8 3 6  t o  R S V P  o r  f o r  m o r e  

i n f o r m a t i o n .  
  R e g i s t r a t i o n  d e a d l i n e ,  

  D e c e m b e r  2 2 n d  b y  5 p m  

The University of Wyoming is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution.

Thank You to our Sponsors 
Linton's Park County Implement 

January 9th, 11th, 23rd, 25th  from 5-9pm

January 27th from 10:30am-2:30pm

Class space is limited so 

reserve your spot now @ 

https://goo.gl/frpLKi 

$40 fee per participant 

@ Park County Fairgrounds

Covered Topics 
Financial Well Being & Projections

Be a Better Borrower

Ag & Niche Markets

Ag Resources & Available Programs

https://goo.gl/frpLKi
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