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    – Today the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service DENVER
published a Notice of Regulatory Review (NORR) in the Federal Register requesting public 
comment on any potential effects a recent D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals ruling may have on the 
Service’s June 30, 2017 final rule delisting the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem (GYE) grizzly 
bear Distinct Population Segment (DPS).  In this recent case, Humane Society of the United 
States et al. v. Zinke et al., the court found that the Service had not evaluated how delisting the 
Western Great Lakes (WGL) DPS of gray wolves would affect the remaining wolf populations 
that were still listed under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and what the effect of lost 
historical range may have on the status of the WGL wolf DPS. This court opinion may impact 
the GYE grizzly bear final delisting rule which, like the WGL wolf decision, designated a 
portion of an already listed species as a DPS and then revised that listed species by removing the 
DPS due to recovery.  Consequently, the Service is reviewing the potential implications for the 
GYE final delisting rule in light of this ruling and is seeking any public comments that would 
aid in this review. Specifically, the Service is interested in public input on whether this court’s 

opinion affects the GYE final delisting rule and what, if any further evaluation the Service should consider regarding the 
remaining grizzly bear populations in the lower 48 states and their lost historical range. The NORR also outlines the Service’s 
current strategy to recover all grizzly bears in the lower 48 states.  Today’s announcement opens a 30-day public comment 
period, which will close on January 5, 2018.  Comments may be submitted by one of the following methods:  Federal 
eRulemaking Portal: http://www.regulations.gov. Follow the instructions for submitting comments to Docket No. FWS–R6–ES–
2017- 0089 FXES 11130900000C6-178-FF09E4200 By hard copy: Submit by U.S. mail or hand-delivery to: Public Comments 
Processing, Attn: FWS–R6–ES–2017–0089; U.S. Fish & Wildlife Headquarters, MS: BPHC, 5275 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, 
VA 22041–3803.  The Service will address public comments and notify the public of its conclusions by March 31, 2018. The 
GYE final delisting rule remains in effect and the status of grizzly bears throughout the rest of the range remains unchanged.  
The recovery of the GYE grizzly bear population serves as a remarkable conservation success story. It is the 
result of strong partnerships among the Service, federal and state agencies, tribes and other partners. GYE 
grizzly bear numbers have rebounded from as few as 136 bears when listed in 1975 to an estimated population 
of approximately 700 today.  For further information about today’s announcement and the nature of comments 
being sought, please contact Hilary Cooley, Grizzly Bear Recovery Coordinator, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, University Hall, Room 309, Missoula, MT 59812; by telephone (406) 243-4903. 

Cody Wyo., Christmas tree permits are now available from the Shoshone National Forest. Permits may be purchased Monday 
through Friday 8:00 am to 4:30 pm at Shoshone National Forest district offices. Starting Saturday, November 17th, permits will 
also available for purchase at the following local businesses:  Good 2 Go Stores #2, #3, & #4 in Cody, The Red Barn, North 
Fork Highway, One Stop Motorsports in Powell, Good 2 Go Store #5 in Ralston, Wea Market in Meeteetse, Pit Stops in 
Riverton, Wind River Gear & Pit Stop in Dubois, Popo Agie One Stop in Lander.  One permit costs $8.00 and can be used for 
one tree up to 20 feet tall. If you wish to cut a taller tree, additional permits must be purchased. Rules and regulations apply; 
please follow the instructions that come with the permit.   As a part of the Every Kid in a Park initiative, the Shoshone National 
Forest is offering one free Christmas tree permit to fourth graders with a valid paper or durable Every Kid in a Park pass. 
Instructions on how fourth graders can obtain an Every Kid in a Park pass or voucher are available at 
www.everykidinapark.gov.  The free permit is good for trees under 12 feet in height, and the fourth grader must 
be present at the time the permit is issued. These free Christmas tree permits are available only at Shoshone 
National Forest district offices in Cody, Lander, and Dubois. For further information on the Shoshone National 
Forest, visit http://www.fs.usda.gov/shoshone, follow us on Twitter (@ShoshoneNF), or like us on Facebook. 
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CODY, Wyo. – In the spirit of shared conservation stewardship on public land, the Bureau of Land Management Cody Field 
Office recently collaborated with the Wyoming Department of Transportation, Wyoming Game and Fish Department and 
Friends of a Legacy to modify a stretch of fence east of Cody for the benefit of migrating pronghorn.  Partners came together to 
replace the bottom strand of barbed wire with smooth, wildlife-friendly wire on approximately 3 miles of fence along State 
Highway 32 on the eastern edge of the McCullough Peaks Wild Horse Herd Management Area. The bottom wire was also raised 
to 16” off the ground to allow pronghorn, which need space to crawl under fences, to pass easily under it.  “Last year, thousands 
of pronghorn were stacked up along this fence, unable to cross,” said BLM Wildlife Biologist Destin Harrell. “Thanks to the 
commitment of groups like FOAL, WYDOT and Game and Fish to making BLM fences more wildlife-friendly, the migrating 
Carter Mountain pronghorn herd now has better access to its crucial winter range and an improved chance of surviving harsh 
winters.”  In preparation for the workday, WYDOT got a head start on the project by rolling up barbed wire and pulling staples, 
which allowed for quick work stretching and tacking smooth wire when all the partners came together.    FOAL provided several 
volunteers for the project. “FOAL supports the preservation of wildlife migration routes, especially when allowing pronghorn to 
migrate through the wild horse herd management area, which extends the grazing resources for those animals that cannot 
migrate,” said FOAL Executive Director Marion Morrison.  WGFD shares the partners' concerns about man-made obstacles and 
hazards for the Carter Mountain pronghorn herd during winter migration.  “Game and Fish is excited to work with the BLM and 
WYDOT to help wildlife populations migrate to suitable habitat,” said WGFD Associate Wildlife Biologist Leslie Schreiber. 
“By working together, we eliminated an obstacle to open up about 100 square miles of habitat for wintering pronghorn."  The 
Cody Field Office has been modifying fence segments whenever possible for several years. The 
projects will continue as the BLM attempts to improve its fences throughout the field office area to 

  meet wildlife specifications.  For more information, contact Harrell at 307-578-5900.

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and a 
local ranching family have completed the first 
three-year cycle of a planned nine-year 
collaborative study using management-intensive 
grazing to restore native perennial plants to 
landscapes where they’ve been choked out by 
invasive weeds.  The terrain along Interstate 84 
from Twin Falls, Idaho to Mountain Home, Idaho 
is covered by invasive annual cheatgrass and 
medusahead, which overwhelm native plants and 
burn readily.  Wildfires often force ranchers off 
important pasture for a couple of years until 
vegetation regrows.  Several years ago, local 
ranchers started a long-term demonstration project 
on their private land, hoping to convince the BLM 
of the merits of increasing grazing densities on   
public allotments to improve rangeland health,    
thereby decreasing the prevalence of fires. 

 
 
 
 
 

-----Reminders and Updates----- 
MCD Regular Board Meeting ~ Wednesday, Dec. 13th ~ 3:00 p.m. 1906 State Street, Meeteetse. 

The Public Is Welcome. 
Happy Trails to You!  Steffen, Josh & Bernie 
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