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Attention Meeteetse Residents:  “Thank you to everyone that attended the Greybull 
River Watershed Study scoping meetings at the end of August.  We really appreciate the 
feedback! Speaking of feedback, we are looking to find out more information from even more 
community members in the area.  As a heads up, we have sent out a survey that we would 
appreciate your input.  This should be showing up in your mail this week. If you’d rather fill out 
something online, we have the same thing through Survey Monkey.  Just click on the link below 
and tell us what you think.  www.surveymonkey.com/r/3P8SJ53.  Your input is important to 
us!  Thanks, Stacey Hellekson (Woodard & Curran), the South Big Horn Conservation District 
and the Meeteetse Conservation District, Stacey Hellekson, P.E. Phone: 406.922.0418 
Cell: 406.600.5013.  Meeteetse Conservation District is working in The 
partnership with Woodard & Curran Engineering Firm to conduct the Greybull 
River Level I Watershed Study.  The purpose of the Greybull River Level I 
Watershed Study is to identify watershed issues related to water quality, water 
quantity, irrigation infrastructure, funding for water projects and more.    

Grand Junction, Colo. – On Oct. 19, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Wild Horse and Burro Program (WHBP) 
Advisory Board held a meeting and discussed key elements for a sustainable future.  Mary Jo Rugwell, BLM Wyoming state 
director, explained to the Advisory Board that, in the fiscal year 2017 Appropriations Act, Congress asked BLM for a report on 
the WHBP. The purpose of the report was to outline a path to achieve long-term, sustainable populations of wild horses and 
burros on rangelands in a humane manner.  The first element Rugwell mentioned is achieving appropriate management levels 
(AML).  According to the 1971 Wild Free Roaming Horses and Burros Act, BLM is mandated to remove excess animals from 
rangelands to achieve AML.  Currently, there are 73,000 horses on the range, excluding the 2017 foal crop, with an excess of 
about 46,000 horses in the 177 herd management areas (HMA).  Maintaining AML is also difficult, Rugwell said, because wild 
horses and burros don’t have any natural predators, and without population growth suppression, herds can double in only four or 
five years.  To combat overpopulation, gather and remove, adopt or sell and fertility control are the only methods available, 
Rugwell explained. Large HMAs and large herds require yearly gathers to administer PZP, and the cost per horse is $2,600, she 
added.  A limited budget and resources also means PZP can’t significantly reduce horse populations in crowded HMAs.   The 
most expensive part of WHBP is holding costs. In 2016, $47.5 million was spent holding horses, and those costs are a major 
challenge, said Rugwell.  With the number of horses currently in long-term holding, $1 billion would be required to care for the 
horses over their lifetime.  Reducing holding costs and finding a balance for horses on the range are critical, especially with a 
proposed cut of $10 million for WHBP next year, she added.  Rugwell stated, over the last 10 years, the number of horses 
adopted has drastically decreased, but since 2014, partnerships with organizations like The Mustang Heritage Foundation have 
increased adoptions.  WHBP has a comprehensive animal welfare policy in place for gathers, and veterinarians are always onsite 
during gathers, she commented. Policies for transportation, holding facilities and adoption events are also being developed.  
According to Rugwell, another element being investigated is developing a market with tribal governments and foreign countries 
to give horses in long-term holding a purpose, like entertainment, personal or agriculture use.  Currently, WHBP uses Facebook 
and Twitter to provide the public with program information and announce adoption events and viewing opportunities for gathers.  
Rugwell insisted increasing partnerships is one element WHBP must greatly improve for a 
successful program in the future.  Developing new partnerships can help solve current WHBP 
challenges, she concluded. 
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On Oct. 19th the Wyoming Water Development Commission (WWDC) met during a special meeting in Casper to discuss 
criteria for several of their programs, including the small water project program.  Wyoming Water Development Director Harry 
LaBonde noted revisions were made to small water program criteria to reflect public comments made last summer.  A handful of 
changes were made to reflect concerns from the public, including the size of stock ponds, addition of new uses for the program 
and elimination of study requirements.  “Previously, the program would fund stock reservoirs, or only reservoirs up to 20 feet in 
height and no more than 20 acre-feet,”  LaBonde said.  “That language has been modified to just allow small reservoirs.”  As a 
result, larger reservoirs will be allowed funding under the program.  “We also clarified the process under which WWDC will 
fund stock wells for unproven reservoirs,” he explained.  “If an aquifer is well-documented, then there is no issue funding stock 
wells, but occasionally we’ll get a request to drill a well in an area without previous groundwater production, which qualifies as 
an unproven aquifer.”  LaBonde continued “We will only fund the well if it, in fact, produces water, of adequate quality and 
quantity.”  In addition to increasing reservoir size, WWDC added several additional approved uses for small water program 
project funds.  “The Commission added rural community fire suppression and recreational projects as acceptable under the small 
water project program,” LaBonde commented.  He continued, “This change allows us to fund rural community fire suppression.  
Some rural fire districts like to stage water supplies in areas that are particularly remote.”  Allowing construction of small water 
projects for the express use of rural fire suppression allows strategic placement of small, concrete vaults that a strategically 
located to better allow districts to fight fires.  Prior to last week, a requirement was in place for the small water program which 
mandates a watershed study or the equivalent in place before a project was eligible for funding.  “This item has been 
controversial, but they decided to essentially remove the requirement,” LaBonde said, adding that several minor edits were also 
made to the criteria.  One existing requirement for the program dictates that a sponsoring entity would adhere to design standards 
provided by the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), an appropriate land management agency or the State Engineer.  
The resulting change specifies that project plans must be prepared by NRCS, an appropriate land management agency, 
professional engineers or geologists. 

Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) field 
offices are currently accepting applications for the 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 
and the Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA) 
program.  All signed applications on file by Nov. 17th 
will be considered for funding Fiscal Year 2018.  
EQIP and AMA are voluntary conservation programs 
that provide technical and financial assistance to 
eligible agricultural producers to address a wide 
variety of resource issues, such as water quality, 
inadequate fish and wildlife habitat, inefficient use of 
irrigation water, inadequate livestock water, invasive 
species, wind and water soil erosion concerns, residue 
management and others.  A second application sign-
up date may be announced early next spring 
depending on available funding.  Producers should 
contact their local NRCS field office for more 
information on applying for either program. 

 
 

-----Reminders and Updates----- 
MCD Regular Board Meeting ~ Wednesday, Nov. 8th ~ 3:00 p.m. 1906 State Street, Meeteetse. 

The Public Is Welcome. 
Happy Trails to You!  Steffen, Josh & Bernie 
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