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Attention Meeteetse Residents:  “Thank you to everyone that attended the Greybull 
River Watershed Study scoping meetings at the end of August.  We really appreciate the 
feedback! Speaking of feedback, we are looking to find out more information from even more 
community members in the area.  As a heads up, we have sent out a survey that we would 
appreciate your input.  This should be showing up in your mail this week. If you’d rather fill out 
something online, we have the same thing through Survey Monkey.  Just click on the link below 
and tell us what you think.  www.surveymonkey.com/r/3P8SJ53.  Your input is important to 
us!  Thanks, Stacey Hellekson (Woodard & Curran), the South Big Horn Conservation District 
and the Meeteetse Conservation District “Stacey Hellekson, P.E. Phone: 406.922.0418 
Cell: 406.600.5013”  Engineering firm Woodard & Curran has mailed out access agreement 
request letters to landowners that have property along the Greybull River, Wood River and Dry 
Creek areas. Please keep an eye out for these mailers in your mailbox, as they should have 

Meeteetse Conservation District is working in partnership with arrived.  The 
Woodard & Curran Engineering Firm to conduct the Greybull River Level I 

Watershed Study.  The purpose of the Greybull River Level I Watershed Study is to identify watershed issues 
related to water quality, water quantity, irrigation infrastructure, funding for water projects and more.    

Based on a recent analysis and review of data available that showed that future mining is not a significant threat to sage grouse 
habitat, the Bureau of Land Management has canceled its Sagebrush Focal Area withdrawal application and the Department’s 
proposed withdrawal of 10 million acres of federal lands from location and entry under the mining law in Greater Sage-grouse 
habitat in six Western States.  The BLM also terminated the associated environmental analysis process. The notice of 
cancellation can be found on the BLM website here: https://on.doi.gov/2hOpRxn.  The BLM determined the proposal to 
withdraw 10 million acres was unreasonable in light of the data that showed that mining affected less than .1 percent of sage-
grouse-occupied range.  “The proposal to withdraw 10 million acres to prevent 10,000 from potential mineral development was a 
complete overreach,” said Acting BLM Director Mike Nedd. “Secretary Zinke has said from the beginning that by working 
closely with the states, who are on the front lines and a valued partner in protecting the health of these lands, we can be 
successful in conserving greater sage grouse habitat without stifling economic development and job growth. And that’s what we 
intend to do—protect important habitat while also being a good neighbor to states and local communities.”  The 
recommendation to withdraw nearly 10 million acres from location and entry under the mining law was one of many land use 
restrictions proposed for a new management area designated as the Sagebrush Focal Area (SFA). However, that recommendation 
was unreasonable in light of the data available. In particular, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 2005 “Not Warranted” 
decision, the 2010 “Warranted But Precluded” Decision and the 2015 “Not Warranted” decision all showed that mining—
including locatable mining—was not a significant threat to sage-grouse.  The lands will continue to be managed in accordance 
with existing plans, programs, policies and regulations in Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah and Wyoming.  They had been 
temporarily segregated, or closed to new mining claims for 2 years when the Department originally proposed the lands for 
withdrawal in 2015, while the agency studied whether locatable mineral exploration and 
mining projects would adversely affect habitat important to the greater sage grouse. That 
temporary segregation period expired September 24, 2017.  

 
!!Visit our Facebook page!! https://www.facebook.com/MeeteetseCD/ 
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** Indicates Multi-Day Accumulation 
2.95 Total inches for the last 30 days 

 

Summer 2017 may be remembered years from now for its devastating hurricanes, but it has also proven to 
be yet another record-setting fire season.  Federal wildfire spending has increased steadily over the past 
three decades, but even more rapidly over the past five years. Two years ago, the Forest Service spent a 
record $1.71 billion on fighting wildfire; this year that total has eclipsed the $2 billion mark. In terms of 
total federal spending – the combined spending of the Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, National Park Service, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service – this year’s tab will 
be close to $2.5 billion, also a record and roughly 25 percent more expensive than the 2016 fire season.  According to the 
National Interagency Fire Center  (NIFC), the 2017 fire season burned more than 8 million acres, or 2.5 million more acres than 
an average fire season. But the word “average” means less year after year when it comes to wildfire figures.  Take for instance 
the 10-year funding average that agency and congressional leaders rely on to project future fire funding levels. Firefighting will 

account for close to 60 percent of the Forest Service’s budget this year, a 
percentage that has more than tripled since the mid-1980s. That affords the agency 
less funding for forest management and mitigation efforts, which ultimately help 
reduce the threat and costs of future wildfires. It’s a vicious cycle U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Sonny Perdue hopes to end through legislation. The 
National Association of Conservation Districts has invested time in recent years 
surveying members in an effort to learn where conservation districts can assist 
pre- and post-fire efforts. Many of the association’s findings are available in 
a white paper published earlier this year. Districts across the country are engaged 
in a number of efforts to assist state and federal partners:  Read the full story 
on NACD's blog.     

The Wyoming Stock Growers Association (WSGA), Wyoming Association of 
Conservation Districts (WACD) AND THE Wyoming Chapter of The Nature 
Conservancy (TNC) are taking applications for the Rangeland Internship Program 
for the summer of 2018.  Starting in 2013, this joint internship program was 
designed to offer students majoring in rangeland management or related resource 
management fields hands-on experience and opportunities to network with land 
stewards, managers, government agencies and the private sector.  The application 
deadline is Jan. 26.  Applications and more information can be obtained at 
www.wysga.org/rangeland-internshipprogram.aspx. 
 

Grass-legume mixtures benefit forage productivity, quality and 
stand persistence, according to a new bulletin from the 
University of Wyoming Extension.  The results are from three 
years of tests at the James C. Hageman Sustainable Agriculture 

Research and Extension Center near Lingle.  At least twenty-five percent legumes 
in a mixed stand can produce higher yield and quality than monoculture alfalfa 
and nitrogen fertilized grasses.  A 50-50 percent mixture would be the optimum 
seeding proportion of meadow bromegrass and alfalfa under Wyoming conditions.  
The bulletin “Grass-Legume mixtures improve forage yield, quality, stand 
persistence,” B-1309, is available for viewing and free download by visiting 
www.uwyo.edu/uwe and clicking on “Find a Publication.”  Type the title or 
number in the search field.  The bulletin is available in pdf, HTML or ePub 
formats.  

 
 

-----Reminders and Updates----- 
MCD Regular Board Meeting ~ Wednesday, Oct. 11th ~ 1:00 p.m. 1906 State Street, Meeteetse. 

The Public Is Welcome. 
Happy Trails to You!  Steffen, Josh & Bernie 

http://www.nacdnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Forest-Health-and-Wildfires-March-2017.pdf
http://www.wysga.org/rangeland-internshipprogram.aspx
http://www.uwyo.edu/uwe
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