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Scoping meetings for the Greybull Level I Watershed Study have been scheduled for the 
following dates and locations: Tuesday, August 29th 2017 at 6:30 p.m. – Meeteetse 
Conservation District Office, 1906 State Street, Meeteetse, WY 82433.  Wednesday, August 
30th 2017 at 6:30 p.m. – Burlington Town Hall, 101 West Poplar Avenue, Burlington, WY 
82411.  The purpose of the scoping meetings is allow for public involvement in order to discuss 
and identify watershed issues related to water quality, water quantity, irrigation infrastructure, 
funding for water projects and others. 

Declining forage quality is costing ranchers almost $2 billion a year, and there’s no sign of the 
downward trend changing.  Nutrient content on unimproved native rangelands, especially 
protein, is dropping due to increased drought, higher levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, 
and sustained nutrient loss.  Declining quality means cattle have become increasingly stressed 
for protein over the past two decades, likely reducing cattle weight gain. The research estimates 

it costs producers an additional $1.9 billion annually to meet the U.S. cattle herd’s protein needs with supplemental feed.  The 
conclusion that forage quality was declining came out of 36,000 manure samples collected from U.S. cattle between 1995 and 
2015. Texas A&M’s Grazing Animal Nutrition Lab at the Temple Center uses manure samples as a way to estimate the dietary 
quality of the producer’s forage, especially looking at crude protein and total digestible nutrients. This information is used to 
optimize supplemental feeding regimens for the producers.  The look at manure samples collected over a 20-year span showed 
that digestible organic matter and crude protein quality were declining.  Over 20 years, available crude protein decreased 1 
percent which amounts to an average 10-pound loss per head without supplemental feed.  The U.S. had 86 million cattle that 
were not on feed, including 27 million calves, in July 2015, according to the study.  The potential losses depend on the 
rangeland, the animal’s production stage, growth, lactation, gestation, the season, temperatures and other factors that could 
increase the amount of supplemental feed to make up for the crude protein losses.  The study concluded that protein debt is 
likely to grow “if the drivers of the reduction of protein in plants cannot be identified and reversed, or adaptation strategies 
enacted” and could lead to net losses in cattle production.  Enriching native grasslands with nitrogen is discussed in the study, 
but fertilizing millions of acres would be counterproductive.  In 2010, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service ramped up its conservation stewardship program that provides incentives to producers who participate in 
the studies.  Last year, producers turned in 19,000 samples for analysis, with most coming from the Great Plains area.  Most 
participating producers send in six samples per year.  The samples will continue to be analyzed to assist producers’ supplemental 
feeding programs, added to the long-term forage quality study and held in storage for future research. 

After eight years of Obama administration objections to Republican proposals to limit the sweep of the Endangered Species Act, 
on July 19th a new voice was heard.  The Trump administration, in the person of acting Fish and Wildlife Service Director 
Gregory Sheehan, endorsed in principle five House bills, including one mandating the delisting of the Wyoming population of 
the gray wolf under the ESA.  At a House Natural Resources Committee hearing on the five bills, Sheehan said, “In general, the 
Administration supports these bills and the Service welcomes the opportunity to work with the Committee to address some 

recommended technical modifications.”  The five bills are H.R. 1274, which would make listing data available to 
states prior to a listing; H.R. 424, which would forbid litigation against the delisting of the Wyoming population of 
the gray wolf; H.R. 717, which would include economic factors in listing decisions; H.R. 2603, which would bar 
nonnative species from being considered as imperiled under the ESA; and H.R. 3131, which would limit awards to 
environmental plaintiffs in ESA litigation.  

!!Visit our new Facebook page!! https://www.facebook.com/MeeteetseCD/ 

http://www.meeteetse-conservewy.net/
mailto:meeteetse@conservewy.net


AUGUST, 2017 - As if we didn’t have enough weed problems already this year with the proliferation of existing noxious 
species (and nuisance weeds too), the discovery of another new invader in Wyoming definitely has all of us in the weed world 
on high alert. Within the last few weeks the discovery of Yellow starthistle (Centaurea solstitialis) in both Washakie and Uinta 
Counties is cause for concern. Yellow starthistle is difficult to control and requires several years of management using all 
available tools. Prevention is our best tool! Introduction may be increased with disturbances created by road building, 
maintenance, or any construction. (Recent discoveries in Montana were at cell tower sites.) Seeds are often spread by vehicles or 
with the transportation of livestock or contaminated soil. Survey roadsides for the presence of this weed and 
immediately control new infestations to prevent seed production and its subsequent spread. Seeds may also 
be present in contaminated grass seed, hay, or mulch. Use weed free seed end products! Please report any 
suspicious plants to 307-754-4521. Yellow starthistle causes a neurological disorder called chewing disease 
(equine nigropallidal encephalomalacia) in horses that eat it (Maddox et al. 1985). Yellow starthistle is a 
pioneering plant that becomes established on disturbed land. It forms dense infestations, reduces the 
available edible forage, and exhibits a suspected allelopathic effect on some associated species (Maddox et 
al. 1985).  https://parkcountyweeds.org/ 

CHEYENNE - The Wyoming Game and Fish Commission will meet August 23rd at 10 a.m. to discuss and vote on 
regulations related to raising greater sage grouse on commercial game bird farms. The meeting will be held in 
Casper at the Wyoming Oil and Game Conservation Commission, 2211 King Blvd. The Commission will be asked 
to vote on revisions to Chapter 40, Regulation Governing Commercial Game Bird Farms as well as approve the new 
Chapter 60, Regulation Governing Greater Sage-grouse Raised on Private Game Bird Farms. The regulations are being done to 
address recent state legislation that allows certified game bird farms to possess, propagate, breed, raise, sell, release and take 
greater sage grouse within the boundaries of a game bird farm, and to collect sage grouse eggs from the wild for the purpose of 
establishing a captive breeding population.  The public is invited to attend and comment on both regulations on August 23rd; an 
agenda can be found on the Commission webpage. The meeting will also be live-streamed on the Internet. Learn more and 
watch https://wgfd.wyo.gov/About-Us/Game-and-Fish-Commission.  The State of Wyoming supports the Americans with 
Disabilities Act.  Anyone needing auxiliary aids should contact the Game and Fish at (307) 777-4501.  Every effort will be made 
for reasonable accommodations.  (Wyoming Game and Fish (307) 777-4600). 

The Wyoming State Forestry Division has kicked off an initiative to raise public awareness about the potential for transporting 
tree-killing insects and diseases in firewood.  This “Don’t Move Firewood” effort is targeted at tourists, particularly the 
anticipated influx of visitors coming into Wyoming for the Aug. 21 eclipse, many whom will be campers from outside the state.  
Billboards conveying the “Don’t Move Firewood” message will be placed along major highway routes entering the state so the 
message can be seen by drivers as they come into Wyoming.  The campaign is scheduled to run from Aug. 14th to Sept. 11th.  
The “Don’t Move Firewood” campaign goals include increasing public awareness about the importance of not moving firewood 
and encouraging campers to buy firewood near their campsites.  By heeding this advice, the public can continue to enjoy 
recreating while also playing a vital role in keeping Wyoming’s forests healthy.  Wyoming State Forestry Division is grateful to 
the USDA Forest Service State and Private Forestry Program for its generous funding support.  For more information on the 
Wyoming State Division and its “Don’t Move Firewood” efforts, visit www.sites.google.com/wyo.gov/firewood/home. 

!! THE “FERRET DEN” AT MCD IS AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC USE  
PUBLIC GATHERINGS, MEETINGS, DINNERS ETC…!! 

CONTACT MCD: 307-868-2484 or email at meeteetse@conservewy.net 
 

-----Reminders and Updates----- 
MCD Regular Board Meeting ~ Wednesday, Sept. 13th ~ 1:00 p.m. 1906 State Street, Meeteetse. 

The Public Is Welcome. 
Happy Trails to You!  Steffen, Josh & Bernie 
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