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CHEYENNE - The recovery of grizzly bears in Wyoming and the entire Greater Yellowstone 
Ecosystem has exceeded all goals. In just over a month, grizzly bears will come off the 
endangered species list and management will return to Wyoming, other states and tribes.  The 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service announced on June 22, 2017 that it is returning 
management to the state and removing grizzly bears from the endangered species list. Wyoming 
has been investing in and actively working on grizzly bear conservation for decades. The State 
of Wyoming has spent $45 million on grizzly bear recovery and management while the species 
has been on the endangered species list. This action by the Service will change little when it 
becomes official. The action is official 30 days after the Service’s delisting rule is published in 
the federal register. The Wyoming Game and Fish Department has been leading monitoring and 
management of bears, but always does so with approval by the Service. Going forward, the 
monitoring and management will be guided by Wyoming Grizzly Bear Management Plan and 
existing monitoring and management efforts will continue.  Wyoming, Montana and Idaho all 

have worked together with partners to have strong management plans in place for this moment. Wyoming’s plan is 
available online.  All the states have many mechanisms in place that ensure grizzly bear populations will remain 
above recovery criteria and the species will never again need federal protections. The states have also signed 
onto an agreement that details how they will coordinate their management efforts.  The population estimate 
inside the Demographic Monitoring Area is estimated conservatively at 690 bears at this time. Wyoming has the 
largest share of the bear population.  Any consideration of hunting grizzly bears in Wyoming will come after a 
public discussion allowing for ample time to take input.  

WASHINGTON – The National Association of Conservation Districts submitted detailed feedback on the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s plan to reorganize. Among NACD’s chief concerns with the reorganization is how it may affect the millions of 
American landowners that rely on technical assistance and conservation planning provided by the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service and the nation’s 3,000 conservation districts.  “In its current configuration, USDA has successfully 
engaged producers and landowners nationwide to identify and address their local natural resource concerns,” NACD President 
Brent Van Dyke said. “We do not want to see the reorganization undermine this work or reduce capacity at NRCS.”  For this 
reason, NACD asks USDA to accommodate NRCS’ unique need for local offices now and throughout the reorganization 
process.  “NRCS’ ability to create highly specialized conservation plans is only possible if NRCS offices are geographically 
close to producers and their operations,” NACD CEO Jeremy Peters said. “Consolidating NRCS offices undercuts the local and 
personal aspect of conservation planning that is critical to conservation delivery and cannot be replicated or 
replaced by the private sector or technological improvements.”  NACD also asks USDA to continue to solicit 
input from local conservation districts – which are often co-located with NRCS field offices – throughout the 
reorganization process as they would be directly affected by any USDA office closures or “administrative 
streamlining.”  Click here to read NACD’s comments on USDA’s reorganization in full. 
 

Wyoming Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers across the state of federal farm program 
benefits that may be available to help eligible producers recover from recent heavy rains and flooding.  FSA 
offers disaster assistance and low-interest loan programs to assist agricultural producers in their recovery efforts 

following floods or similar qualifying natural disasters.  For more information on disaster assistance programs and loans visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov or contact your local FSA Office.  To find your local FSA county office, visit www.offices.usda.gov 
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 2017 Brand Renewal Delinquent Brands One of the most common things we hear in the brand recording office of the Wyoming 
Livestock Board is: when is my brand due for renewal. We currently finished the 2017 brand renewal which included a total of 
8,406 brands. Although we renewed approximately 80 percent of those brands, we still have a lot of brands on our delinquent 
list. The brands on the delinquent list are held for the rightful owners to renew until December 31, 2017 with an additional 
delinquent fee attached. The majority of the brands on this list were due to insufficient address’s that were returned to the 
Wyoming Livestock Board as not able to forward. Our website has a current list of delinquent brands still available to be 
renewed by the persons who currently own the brand. As of January 1, 2018, all delinquent brands will be added to our current 
list of abandoned brands and will be available to the public on a first come, first serve basis. Please check the list to make sure 
your brand is not listed due to an insufficient address, or if a relative or friend is listed. Also, if you browse through the 
delinquent list and know any of the producers who have moved or live in another state, please have them contact us at 307-777-
7515. We appreciate your time and ask that you keep your address current if you own a livestock brand in Wyoming. If you 
would like to check out our website, please go to: https://wlsb.state.wy.us/editable-
page/brandrecording/downloadFile?filename=2017_DQ%20MASTER.pdf

Animal agriculture groups including the National Pork Producers Council (NPPC) and the National Cattlemen’s Beef 
Association (NCBA) praised the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for proposing a rule to rescind the controversial Clean 
Water Act’s Waters of the United States (WOTUS) regulation that gave the government broad jurisdiction over land and water.  
EPA’s jurisdiction includes “navigable” waters and waters with a significant hydrologic connection to navigable waters.  The 
WOTUS rule broadened that to include upstream waters and intermittent and ephemeral streams, such as the kind farmers use 
for drainage and irrigation.  It also covered lands adjacent to such waters.   

While not as much of a concern as other invasive grasses 
entering the state, University of Wyoming Sheridan Research 
and Extension Center Director Brian Mealor said, “More 
questions about bulbous bluegrass have come up this year, as 
we see more of the grass show up.”  Bulbous bluegrass is a 
perennial plant that has a bulb at the base of the plant.  “This 
plant looks like it has a seed head with awns, but they aren’t 
awns.  They are actually baby plants, “Mealor explained.  
“Most of the reports in North America are that bulbous 
bluegrass does not produce seed.”  Rather, to reproduce, 
bulbous bluegrass drops the baby plants, which begin to grow 
when conditions are right.  The plant was originally introduced 
by USDA as a potential forage, but it’s forage quality is nearly 
non-existent.  Then, the turf grass industry attempted to utilize 
it.  “It starts to cure out earlier than cheatgrass, so when the turf 
industry found out it wasn’t going to stay green, it became a 
weed,” Mealor explained.  There is little evidence or 
understanding on how palatable bulbous bluegrass is for cattle 
production.  www.wylr.net  
                                                                                      

 
Helpful Links: http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/mesowest/getobext.php?sid=D0465&wfo=riw&num=72 

                https://parkcountyweeds.org/news/monthly-newsletters/ 

-----Reminders and Updates----- 
MCD Budget Hearing ~Wednesday, July 12th ~12:00 p.m. 1906 State Street, Meeteetse. 

MCD Regular Board Meeting ~ Wednesday, July 12th ~ 1:00 p.m. 1906 State Street, Meeteetse. 
The Public Is Welcome. 

Happy Trails to You!  Steffen, Josh & Bernie 
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