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Humans have dramatically increased the spatial and seasonal extent of wildfires across the U.S. 
in recent decades and ignited more than 840,000 blazes in the spring, fall and winter seasons 
over a 21-year period, according to new research.  After analyzing two decades' worth of U.S. 
government agency wildfire records spanning 1992-2012, the researchers found that human-
ignited wildfires accounted for 84 percent of all wildfires, tripling the length of the average fire 
season and accounting for nearly half of the total acreage burned.  The U.S. has experienced 
some of its largest wildfires on record over the past decade, especially in the western half of the 
country. The duration and intensity of future wildfire seasons is a point of national concern 
given the potentially severe impact on agriculture, ecosystems, recreation and other economic 
sectors, as well as the high cost of extinguishing blazes.  The annual cost of fighting wildfires in 
the U.S. has exceeded $2 billion in recent years.  The CU Boulder researchers used the U.S. 
Forest Service Fire Program Analysis-Fire Occurrence Database to study records of all wildfires 
that required a response from a state or federal agency between 1992 and 2012, omitting 
intentionally set prescribed burns and managed agricultural fires. Human-ignited wildfires 
accounted for 84 percent of 1.5 million total wildfires studied, with lightning-ignited fires 
accounting for the rest.  In Colorado, 30 percent of wildfires from 1992-2012 were started by 

people, burning over 1.2 million acres. The fire season length for human-started fires was 50 days longer than the lightning-
started fire season (93 days compared to 43 days), a twofold increase.  While lightning-driven fires tend to be heavily 
concentrated in the summer months, human-ignited fires were found to be more evenly distributed across all seasons. Overall, 
humans added an average of 40,000 wildfires during the spring, fall and winter seasons annually—over 35 times the number of 
lightning-started fires in those seasons. The most common day for human-started fire by far, however, was July 4, with 7,762 
total wildfires started on that day over the course of the 21-year period. The new findings have wide-ranging implications for fire 
management policy and suggest that human behavior can have dramatic impact on wildfire totals, for good or for ill. 

The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation issued their forecast for April through July runoff in the Bighorn Basin.  The Bighorn River 
April through July inflow to Bighorn Lake is forecasted at 2,231,800 acre-feet, which is 204% of the 30-year average of 
1,093,400 acre-feet.  Shoshone River April through July inflow to Buffalo Bill Reservoir is forecasted at 1,100,000 acre-feet, 
which is 162% of the 30-year average of 677,200 acre-feet.  Wind River April through July inflow to Boysen Reservoir is 
forecasted at 1,100,000 acre-feet, which is 204% of the 30-year average of 540,000 acre-feet.  April through July snowmelt 
runoff into Bull Lake Reservoir from Bull Lake Creek is expected to be 220,000 acre-feet, which is 162% of the 30-year average 
of 136,000 acre-feet.  April through July snowmelt runoff into the Wind River above Bull Lake Creek is expected to be 650,000 
acre-feet, which is 163% of the 30-year average of 398,100 acre-feet.  For additional information on Buffalo Bill, Boysen, Bull 
Lake Reservoirs, contact Wyoming Area Manager Carlie Ronca at 307-261-5671.  
For additional information on Yellowtail Reservoir, contact Montana Area Manager 
Steve Davies at 406-247-7298.  

 

The purpose of the Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) program is to undertake emergency measures, 
including the purchase of flood plain easements, for runoff retardation and soil erosion prevention to safeguard 
lives and property from floods, drought, and the products of erosion on any watershed whenever fire, flood or any 
other natural occurrence is causing or has caused a sudden impairment of the watershed. 

http://www.meeteetse-conservewy.net/
mailto:meeteetse@conservewy.net
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/wy/programs/financial/ewp/


 
The Wyoming Game and Fish Department will require all ballast and bilge plugs to be removed from watercraft while you're 
transporting the watercraft by land into the state. Other changes would require boaters removing the watercraft from the water to 
drain all water from your boat and all compartments, and then to remove vegetation from your boat when you're leaving the 
water. This is important because baby mussels, called veligers, are microscopic and they can't be seen without a microscope. 
They can live in water on boats, so the draining and removal of plugs will help reduce the spread of these 
veligers. With new populations of invasive mussels in Montana, and the continued spread of invasive plants, 
these regulations are really important and necessary to help protect Wyoming waters. It's also really difficult 
to identify aquatic plants and know which ones are invasive and could cause problems if they spread to other 
waters. So the removal of all plants will ensure that no vegetation is spread, whether it's invasive or not. 

Wyoming Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers across the state of federal farm program benefits that may 
be available to help eligible producers recover from recent heavy rains and flooding.  FSA offers disaster assistance and low-
interest loan programs to assist agricultural producers in their recovery efforts following floods or similar qualifying natural 
disasters.  Available programs and loans include the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), 
Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP), Tree Assistance Program (TAP), and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) and Haynet.  www.fsa.usda.gov 

Upper Sunshine Reservoir 
Current Storage, May 11, 2017– 52,339 acre feet, 98% 
of capacity 
Last Year, May 12, 2016– 50,026 acre feet –93% of 
capacity 
Lower Sunshine Reservoir 
Current Storage, May 11, 2017–54, 283 acre feet– 96% 
of capacity 
Last Year, May 12, 2016– 44,382 acre feet – 79% of 
capacity 
Roach Gulch Reservoir 
Current Storage, May 11, 2017– 30,643 acre feet, 94% 
of capacity 
Last Year, May 12, 2016–28,149 feet -86% of capacity 
Total Water Stored 
Current Storage, May 11, 2017–137,315acre feet 
Last Year, May 12, 2016–122,557 acre feet 

Snowpack Summary for May 1, 2017 

GREYBULL RIVER Network 
Elevation 

(ft) 
Depth 

(in) 
SWE 
(in) 

Median 
(in) % Median 

Last Year 
SWE (in) 

Last Year % 
Median 

Kirwin SNOTEL 9550 68 26.2 10.4 252% 13 125% 

Marquette SNOTEL 8760 61 20.4 NA NA 8.5 NA 

Timber Creek SNOTEL 7950 25 8.1 3.1 261% 5.9 190% 

Basin Index           207%   140% 
 

-----Reminders and Updates----- 
Wednesday, June 14th ~ 1:00 P.M. – MCD Regular Board Meeting 1906 State Street, Meeteetse 

The Public Is Welcome. 
Happy Trails to You!  Steffen, Josh & Bernie 

   

Snow-Water Equivalent 5/17/17 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


 

The Conservation Districts in Big Horn, Park and Washakie Counties invite the public and any agencies with an 
interest in conservation issues to participate in a Local Working Group meeting to be held at the Ferret Den, 
1906 State Street, Meeteetse, WY.  This meeting will be on Wednesday, May 24th at 1:00 pm.  

The purpose of this meeting is to receive input from a broad range of local agencies, organizations, businesses, 
and individuals that have an interest in natural resource conditions and needs in Big Horn, Park and Washakie 
Counties and to provide that information to the Natural Resources Conservation Service. 

The 2014 Farm Bill stipulates that conservation programs must continue to be locally led.  Through 
stakeholder meetings, the public is given an opportunity to help local conservation leaders set program 
priorities.  These meetings are open to the public.   

For more information, contact the Meeteetse Conservation District (MCD): (307) 868-2484, 
meeteetse@conservewy.net or find more information on their website:  https://meeteetse-conservewy.net 

If you are planning to attend the meeting and will need reasonable accommodations, please contact the MCD.  
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