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For those of us living in rural Wyoming it’s not uncommon to see the fire 
department racing to suppress a controlled burn that “got away.”  In most cases 
the landowner was innocently burning trash, leaves, weeds or the irrigation 
ditch when it suddenly turned into a wildfire event.  Dealing with a wildfire 
can ruin your and your neighbor’s day.  Wildfires put life and property at risk.  
Everything from fences, irrigation pipe, utility poles, haystacks, structures, 
implements and vehicles are at risk to damage or loss that can add up to a lot of money quickly.  
Personal liability is also a major concern.  Criminal and civil charges can ensue if a wildfire 
escapes to adjoining properties.  In short, lighting a fire should be taken seriously.  The Park 
County Firewise website at www.parkcountyfirewise.com offers some guidelines to help those 
who wish to minimize the risk associated with controlled burns.  There you will find details 
about important items or necessary steps to identify and mitigate the risks involved in burning 
unwanted fuels.  Some examples include assessing the fuels, fire weather predictions, control 
measures such as; firebreaks, and suppression resources needed to control the fire.  You will 
also find suggested alternative methods for dealing with unwanted fuels such as; grazing, 
mowing and chemical controls.  The bottom line is; you should always create a plan and 

consider alternatives before lighting that fire.  To learn more about planning a safe controlled burn, visit 
www.parkcountyfirewise.com and look for “Planning a Safe Controlled Burn,” where you also will find information about how 
to manage fuels on your property to defend against an approaching wildfire. 

 
Movement on the plan to delist the Yellowstone grizzly bear from the Endangered Species List could occur by June said a 
highly-ranked Game and Fish official Friday night in Cody.  Making an appearance at the Bear Camp fundraising event at Cody 
Theatre sponsored by the Yellowstone Grizzly Bear Hunters Association, Dan Thompson, the state’s large carnivore manager, 
told the crowd of about 75 people that was the latest news he had.  Thompson said he spoke to a U.S. Fish and Wildlife official 
only that morning and was given that news.  Previous predictions from those closely involved in the long process indicated 
developments could not be expected before September.  The first question to Thompson from a keenly interested bear audience 
during a question-and-answer session brought up the long-delayed process.  Last November, at a long session in Cody, the 
Yellowstone Ecosystem Subcommittee of the Interagency Grizzly Bear Committee voted to adopt conservation regulations to 
preserve the iconic bear if Fish and Wildlife returned management to Wyoming, Montana and Idaho.  In December, the 
Interagency Committee approved the YES committee’s recommendations.  Despite those governmental agency agreements, 
numerous other groups, from Native American tribes to the Sierra Club and other conservation organizations oppose delisting 
and particularly any plan that includes hunting as a management population tool.  After those 2016 meetings, it was suggested 
the years of work could lead to a delisting order prior to the turnover of the presidential administration Jan. 20.  Shortly before 
Donald Trump was sworn in as president to replace Barack Obama, it was announced that examining new information about 
bear deaths in 2016, plus receiving 650,000 comments on the decision, would not permit finalization of an order before the old 
team left office.  Thompson said Friday night Game and Fish officials helped Fish and Wildlife sift through the mountain of 
comments where writers referred to Wyoming issues.  It was the aim of outgoing Fish and Wildlife director Dan Ashe for the 
delisting topic to be resolved before he left office.  The clock ran out and even now, more than three months after taking office, 
Trump’s administration has not yet appointed a permanent replacement for Ashe.  Deputy director Jim Kurth has been acting 
director.  The speed of such a personnel action by President Trump could dictate the pace of bear 
delisting status.  Thompson admitted no action is likely to be taken until after a new person is in 
command. But he said he would like to be optimistic about the accuracy of his latest Fish and Wildlife 
information.  “They said they are hoping to move forward with the delisting this June,” Thompson said. 
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A new study disputes a widely-held view that livestock grazing is largely incompatible with a ground dwelling bird that has 
suffered a dramatic population decline across its 11-state range in the U.S. West.  Researchers said some grazing, particularly 
later in the growing season, could actually benefit the chicken-sized greater sage grouse.  Late-season grazing leaves in place for 
longer grasses and other vegetation that sage grouse nest in, increasing their breeding success, researchers concluded. It also can 
stimulate the growth of vegetation that sage grouse eat, according to scientists from the U.S. Geological Survey, Colorado State 
University and Utah State University.  The study was published in the scientific journal Ecological Applications. It focused on 
more than 700 breeding sites for sage grouse in Wyoming, one of the bird's last remaining strongholds.  An estimated 200,000 to 
500,000 grouse remain in the U.S., down from a peak population of about 16 million.  Grazing on land occupied by greater sage 
grouse is frequently cited by biologists as one of the causes of the bird's decline, along with disease, oil and gas drilling and 
other factors.  The latest findings don't reject that claim outright, saying higher levels of grazing early in the growing season 
have been closely related to grouse population declines.  The new research could give land managers another tool to help assess 
grazing's impacts on a local level, said Adrian Monroe, a research scientist at Colorado State and the study's lead author.  
Monroe added that the researchers' conclusions were not meant to provide a "one-size fits all" approach. The work is most 
relevant to Wyoming, because that's where the study was centered, and areas with similar arid landscapes in neighboring states 
such as Colorado and Montana.  Jim Magagna with the Wyoming Stockgrowers Association welcomed the study's conclusions. 
But he cautioned against using the findings to dictate where and when grazing can occur.  The U.S. 
Interior Department in 2015 rejected federal protections for sage grouse, saying conservation efforts 
by government agencies and the private sector were helping turn around the bird's declining fortunes. 

April 25 – Governor Matt Mead announced today the Circuit Court of Appeals in Washington, D.C. entered its final order 
upholding Wyoming’s wolf management plan which confirms Wyoming’s management of wolves. The US Fish and Wildlife 
Service (FWS) will file notice in the Federal Register in the coming days.  “I am delighted that the Circuit Court recognized 
Wyoming’s commitment to manage a recovered wolf population,” said Governor Mead. “Our wolf management plan is a result 
of years of hard work by people across Wyoming. We recognize the need to maintain a healthy wolf population. I thank former 
Secretaries of the Interior Ken Salazar and Sally Jewell as well as former Fish and Wildlife Service Director Dan Ashe and the 
Wyoming Game and Fish Department for their commitment to getting this done. This is a good day for Wyoming.” 
Wyoming managed wolves from 2012 to 2014. In 2014, a federal District Court judge reinstated federal protections for wolves 
on the premise that population commitments in Wyoming’s wolf management plan needed to be found in regulation or statute. 
Wyoming and the federal government appealed that decision and ultimately prevailed in the D.C. Circuit Court.  For more 
information about management in both the Trophy Game Management Area and the predator zone, please contact the Wyoming 
Game and Fish Department or visit their website: wgfd.wyo.gov 

Wyoming Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and 
ranchers across the state of federal farm program benefits 
that may be available to help eligible producers recover 
from recent heavy rains and flooding.  FSA offers disaster 
assistance and low-interest loan programs to assist 
agricultural producers in their recovery efforts following 
floods or similar qualifying natural disasters.  Available 
programs and loans include the Non-Insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP), Livestock Indemnity Program 
(LIP), Tree Assistance Program (TAP), and Emergency 
Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish 
Program (ELAP) and Haynet.  

-----Reminders and Updates----- 
Wednesday, May 10th ~ 1:00 P.M. – MCD Regular Board Meeting 1906 State Street, Meeteetse 

The Public Is Welcome. 
Happy Trails to You!  Steffen, Josh & Bernie 

Snow-Water Equivalent 4/26/17 
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