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CODY - The Wyoming Game and Fish Department will conduct six open-house meetings 
throughout the Bighorn Basin and one final meeting in Cody to discuss 2017 hunting season 
proposals for game birds and big game.  During the open houses, Game and Fish personnel will 
be available to discuss the proposed 2017 hunting seasons for local hunt areas. A formal 
meeting, during which statewide seasons may be discussed, will be held from 6-8 p.m. March 27 
at the Big Horn Federal Bank in Cody.  Wildlife Management Coordinator Tim Woolley said 
that public input is valued and an important part of the season setting process. “We encourage 
the public to take this opportunity to participate in wildlife management by attending a local 
meeting,” Woolley said. “To accommodate those who can’t attend a meeting in-person, online 
commenting forms and other related information will be posted under the Get Involved tab at 
www.wgfd.wyo.gov.”  Written comments may be submitted at the meetings, online, or by mail 
to: Wyoming Game and Fish Department, Attn: Regulations 3030 Energy Lane, Casper, WY 
82604. Written comments must be received by 5 p.m. Thursday, March 30. Meetings are 
scheduled for: 

 
 

A deer killed by police department sharpshooters under a city program to cull the local deer population turned out to be infected 
with chronic wasting disease.  Determined to reduce the size of the deer herd within city limits, Cody officials obtained a special 
permit from Game and Fish to harvest 50 deer in January and February.  The action was taken under the parameters of a deer 
management plan adopted last fall by the city council in conjunction with the police department.  The last time a dead mule deer 
from the Cody herd was discovered with CWD was in April 2015.  Many deer have tested positive for CWD throughout the Big 
Horn Basin, but there have been fewer such results attributed to the Cody in-town deer herd the city has been seeking to reduce. 
Whenever a deer is killed in the area Game and Fish personnel try to sample it to determine if CWD has affected the animal. 
CWD affects the brain and central nervous system of members of the deer family and has been detected in such populations in at 
least 23 U.S. states and in parts of Canada. Amongst wildlife experts there has long been concern about the spread of the disease 
and its possible infiltration to other animals. Routinely, wildlife officials warn hunters about eating the meat from a kill if the 
animal does test positive for CWD.  There has never been a documented case of CWD being transmitted to humans, however the 
Center for Disease Control has recommended against people eating the meat from an infected animal.   
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On March 7, the Public Lands Council (PLC) and the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association (NCBA) hailed Senate passage of 
the resolution to repeal the Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) Planning 2.0 Rule.  Passage in the upper chamber takes the 
rule one step closer to the President’s desk.  NCBA and PLC have long expressed 
concerns about BLM’s Planning 2.0 Rule, which would represent a wholesale shift in 
management focus at BLM by prioritizing “social and environmental change” over 
ensuring multiple use of public lands and by eliminating stakeholder and local input into 
the planning process. 

 
Gov. Matt Mead was pleased with the support from the nation’s governors for reforms to the Endangered Species Act (ESA).  
Mead started to work on ESA reform during his tenure as chairman of the Western Governors Association.  The National 
Governors Association (NGA) winter meeting was held in Washington D.C. Feb. 24-27.  ESA reforms were considered and 

passed by those governors in attendance.  Changes covered by the resolution include that states 
should be involved in the ESA process; clear recovery goals set for listed species; consistent 
funding to states for species conservation; and listing decisions with strong scientific basis.  The 
resolutions passed by NGA will be shared with Congress and advocated for by NGA staff.  The 
full policy position can be read at www.nga.org  

On March 3, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia upheld Wyoming’s 
wolf management plan with a 3-0 decision.  With the opinion the Court concluded that 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) did not act arbitrarily when it determined 
Wyoming’s Wolf Management Plan was sufficient to maintain a recovered wolf 
population upon delisting.  After final review by the Court, if Wyoming still prevails, 
the transition to state management could occur quickly.  The Wyoming Game and Fish 
Department and FWS are working hand-in-hand currently to ensure the management 
transfer happens smoothly.  Any concerns with wolves or livestock depredation will be 
handled as it has been over the past several years.  State officials promised to maintain a 
population above the minimum 100 wolves, including 10 breeding pairs, outside of 
Yellowstone National Park and the Wind River Indian Reservation. 

                                                                               
 

 

 
 

-----Reminders and Updates----- 
Wednesday, April 12th ~ 1:00 p.m. – MCD Regular Board Meeting, 1906 State Street, Meeteetse. 

The Public is Welcome. 
Happy Trails to You!  Steffen, Josh & Bernie 
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