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The Meeteetse Conservation District has been leading an ongoing 
research study in collaboration with other Conservation Districts and 
partners in the Big Horn Basin since 2011.  This study is an evaluation 
of the effects that predators have on local sage-grouse populations 
including parameters such as nest fate (success vs. failure), adult 
survival rates, chick survival rates, space use and movement patterns, 
predator abundance and density, etc.  In 2016, with input from project 
partners we refocused the study to more closely examine how Ravens 
specifically are impacting sage-grouse nest success.  As we plan for the 
quickly-approaching field season, the MCD would greatly appreciate 

any information you can provide to assist us with this project.  Last year we were able to trap 12 
ravens and fit them with cellular tracking devices in order to monitor their movement patterns. 
How Can You Help?  While you are out checking on cattle, hunting coyotes, looking for sheds – 
whatever it might be, please keep an eye out for Raven nests.  Ravens are very adaptive and 
opportunistic and can build nests in a wide variety of substrates including old abandoned 
structures, cliff rocks, trees, utility poles, catwalks and others.  We 
are particularly interested in locating nests east of WY 120 and 
north of County Rd. 3LE (Lower Greybull River Road), in and 
around the South Fork of Dry Creek, Oregon Basin and YU Bench 

areas.  Ravens should now be building nests and often will reuse the same nest each year.  If you 
find a Raven nest please contact us with a description of the location or photos or GPS 
coordinates.  Every bit helps and we express our gratitude in advance.  Please direct questions to 
meeteetse@conservewy.net. 

 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 28, 2017 – The CEO of the National Association of Conservation Districts, Jeremy Peters, testified on 
behalf of the membership association today in a House subcommittee hearing on the next farm bill – a critical piece of legislation 
that underpins a sizable portion of voluntary conservation work in the United States.  “Today, our nation’s conservation delivery 
system reaches into virtually every community,” Peters told members of the House Agriculture Subcommittee on Conservation 
and Forestry. “The voluntary-incentive based model has and continues to work to ensure our nation’s natural resources are 
protected.” In his opening statement, Peters explained that conservation districts provide a crucial public service by offering on-
the-ground conservation planning and tailored technical assistance to landowners in the implementation of conservation 
practices.  “The voluntary conservation model’s purpose is not only to help landowners comply with local, state, and federal 
regulations, but to also help avoid the need for regulations altogether,” he continued. “The public expects clean air and water, 
healthy soils, and abundant wildlife habitat. The federal government has a better chance at achieving these goals, not by adding 
additional requirements and regulations, but by encouraging landowners to implement good conservation practices on their 
land.”  To develop its policy priorities for the next farm bill, NACD created a task force. After conducting a survey, which received 
over 500 responses, the task force distilled the needs of NACD’s member districts and state associations into nine principles.  
NACD’s first farm bill principle affirms what landowners around the country already know: The Locally-Led, 
Voluntary Incentive-Based Conservation Model Works.  The second of these principles draws a line in 
the sand: No Further Cuts to Conservation Title Funding in the Farm Bill.  “The financial and technical 
assistance that farm bill dollars provide are the lifeblood of the voluntary conservation model,” Peters 
testified. “In these difficult financial times for farmers and ranchers, it is unrealistic to think they would take 
on costly conservation practices without adequate financial incentive or district-provided technical 
assistance.”   NACD recognizes that Congress was under significant budget constraints while writing the 
last farm bill; however, the cuts it made to the conservation title were extreme.  To read Peters’ testimony in 
full, http://www.nacdnet.org/newsroom-category/testimony/ 
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CODY - As part of an ongoing study to understand the ecology of brucellosis and elk in the Bighorn Mountains, the Wyoming 
Game and Fish Department plans to capture and collar elk the end of February.  The capture would be cancelled if winter 
conditions in the area grow more severe and the capture would add too much stress on the elk.  Up to 52 elk will be captured 
using a helicopter net-gunning operation in the northern and southern Bighorn Mountains and on the lower Greybull 
River.  Capture crew members will take blood samples, fit each elk with a GPS tracking collar, which will take multiple locations 
per day, and then release the elk. Brucellosis, a disease caused by the bacteria Brucella abortus that causes elk to abort, is 
known to be widespread and common in elk in the Greater Yellowstone area. Elk and bison are the primary 
reservoirs of the disease, and it does not appear to limit their population size. Brucellosis can be spread from 
elk to other elk and to livestock.  Since 2012, Game and Fish has documented nine seropositive elk outside 
of the Greater Yellowstone area, along the western flank of the Bighorn Mountains through testing hunter-
harvested elk. Although prevalence remains very low, the consistent finding of seropositive elk in and around 
Elk Hunt Area 40 (on the northwest side of the Bighorns) is a concern to both wildlife and livestock managers 
and warrants further investigation.   Hunters have played a key role in brucellosis surveillance efforts by 
voluntarily collecting blood samples from harvested elk.  

Cheyenne, WY – The Wyoming Water Development Office suspended cloud seeding operations in the Wind River Range on 
Friday, February 10, 2017 due to snowpack conditions at the time. Snow water equivalent (SWE) values at Natural Resources 
Conservation Services (NRCS) SNOTEL sites in the Wind River Range reached, and now exceed, established operational 
criteria forcing the immediate suspension of operations in the Range. Under suspension criteria, the SWE measured at several 
SNOTEL sites is tracked as a percentage of the median seasonal SWE as of April 1. At the beginning of each seeding season 
the threshold for suspension is 85% of the median April 1 value for each site, but increases daily to 140% of the April 1 value by 
April 1. This percentage is well within natural variability and is commonly used by other wintertime cloud seeding programs in the 
western U.S. The operational cloud seeding season began on November 30, 2016 and was expected to run through March 31, 

2017. Seeding operations will remain under suspension until 
the average SWE drops below the suspension criteria 
threshold, and any Severe Winter 
Weather or Flood Warnings 
issued by the National Weather 
Service are terminated. The Wind 
River Range cloud seeding 
program is an operational, non-
research program focused on 
snowpack augmentation in the 
target area as part of a larger 
strategy for flow augmentation in 
the Green and Wind/Bighorn River Basins. 

 
 

 
-----Reminders and Updates----- 

Wednesday, March 8th ~ 1:00 p.m. – MCD Regular Board Meeting, 1906 State Street, Meeteetse. 
The Public is Welcome. 

Happy Trails to You!  Steffen, Josh & Bernie 

Snowpack Summary for March 1, 2017 
GREYBULL 

RIVER Network 
Elevation 

(ft) 
Depth 

(in) 
SWE 
(in) 

Median 
(in) 

% 
Median 

Last Year SWE 
(in) 

Last Year % 
Median 

Kirwin SNOTEL 9550 55 15.8 7 226% 7.1 101% 
Marquette SNOTEL 8760 31 7.2 NA NA 2.9 NA 
Timber Creek SNOTEL 7950 31 5.2 3.7 141% 3 81% 

Basin Index           196%   94% 

Snow-Water Equivalent 
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