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HOUSE TAKES FIRST STEP TO REVOKE BLM 
PLANNING RULE 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 8, 2017 – NACD applauds the U.S. House of Representatives for passing 
a joint resolution of disapproval under Congressional Review Act (CRA) authority to roll back 
the Bureau of Land Management’s “Planning 2.0” rule. The resolution (H.J. Res. 44), passed by 
an overwhelming margin, is the first step toward revoking the Obama administration regulation 
that went into effect last month.  While the BLM promoted Planning 2.0 as a tool to increase 
local government input in the land management planning process, the rule has instead added 
undue administrative burden on these crucial stakeholders.  If passed by the Senate, which is 
expected to bring a complimentary resolution (S.J. Res. 15) to a vote soon, the joint resolution 
will go to President Donald Trump, who is expected to give his approval. Once the joint 
resolution is approved, the BLM planning process will revert 
back to the pre-rule procedure, giving BLM a second chance to 
formalize a planning rule update.  “The BLM’s mandate is to 
ensure the multiple use of our nation’s public lands,” NACD 
CEO Jeremy Peters said. “As the organization that represents 

this country’s 3,000 conservation districts – the primary entities responsible for natural resource 
management at the local level – we couldn’t stand by and watch the BLM erode the important 
step of local government involvement.”  NACD would like to thank Rep. Liz Cheney, R-Wyo., 
for leading the charge in the House to pass the resolution, as well as Rep. Paul Gosar, R-Ariz., 
for quoting a section of NACD’s letter to House leadership during his floor speech yesterday 
evening.  For more information on CRA – the law that allows Congress to revoke specific 
executive actions finalized in the previous 60 legislative work days – head to NACD’s blog. To 
read the letters and public comments NACD has submitted on Planning 2.0, check out our 
Newsroom. 
 
Conservation Assistance Just a Click Away Online Access Now Available to LLCs! 
By Brenda Ling, public affairs specialist, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Wyoming.   
Remember the time you had to drive to your local NRCS office to sign some paperwork? Sure, you probably still had to run into 
town anyway. However, as a busy rancher and/or farmer, you have many things that need to get done and you only have so 
many hours in a day.  NRCS offers Conservation Client Gateway, a secure website that allows you to request assistance, sign 
documents and interact with field staff online. This service is available not only to agricultural producers, but also to business 
entities, such as LLCs.  
With Conservation Client Gateway, you can:  

• Request conservation technical assistance; 
• Apply for financial assistance through the Farm Bill’s conservation programs; 
• Review and sign conservation plans and other documents; 
• Document completed practices and request practice certification;  
• Request and track payments for completed contract items; 
• Store and retrieve your conservation files, including documents and photographs.  

This is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. All the information you need will be at your fingertip.   NRCS field staff 
will still come out to your operation and provide one-on-one personal assistance with conservation planning and delivery.   
Using Conservation Client Gateway is voluntary. You are free to continue working with NRCS as you always have. This online 
tool allows you to have more options.  Questions? Go online: www.nrcs.usda.gov/clientgateway or visit with your local District 
Conservationist Rory Karhu at (307)754-9301 ext.116   
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Governor Mead Requests Public Input for ENDOW Initiative 
CHEYENNE, Wyo. – Governor Matt Mead has initiated an effort to develop a twenty-year 
comprehensive and coordinated economic diversification strategy known as ENDOW -- “Economically 
Needed Diversity Options for Wyoming.” The goals are to encourage the expansion and diversification 
of Wyoming’s existing energy and industrial sectors, stimulate new and emerging industries, create 
private sector jobs and encourage business development, entrepreneurship and innovation.  “Building 
on the successes we’ve achieved, I continue to work for economic diversification,” said Governor Mead. “We need a long-term plan 
that goes beyond one Governor’s time in office. A plan which complements our strengths and increases our economic opportunities in 
energy, tourism and agriculture, expands our economic base overall, and provides opportunities for our youth today and tomorrow. I 
am asking for the people of Wyoming to share their ideas as we undertake the ENDOW Initiative.”  The Governor’s office developed 
a survey and is asking for input from citizens. The public’s response to this request for information will inform the ENDOW Initiative 
moving forward. Through this survey, the Governor is also soliciting nominations of individuals interested in serving in some capacity 
as the ENDOW Initiative moves forward.  The survey can be found on the Governor’s website and at this link: ENDOW Survey.  The 
deadline for submitting information is April 2, 2017.  
 

BLM, FS Announce Grazing Fees 
The federal grazing fee for 2017 will be $1.87 per animal 
unit month (AUM) for public lands administered by the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and $1.87 per head 
month (HM) for lands managed by the U.S. Forest 
Service.  The 2016 public land grazing fee was $2.11.  An 
AUM or HM – treated as equivalent measures for fee 
purposes – is the use of public lands by one cow and her 
calf, one horse, or five sheep or goats for a month.  The 
newly calculated grazing fee, determined by a 
congressional formula and effective March 1, applies to 
nearly 18,000 grazing permits and leases administered 
by BLM and nearly 6,500 permits administered by the 
Forest Service.  The formula used for calculating the 
grazing fee, which was established by Congress in the 
1978 Public Rangelands Improvement Act, has 
contributed under a presidential Executive Order issued 
in 1986.  Under that order, the grazing fee cannot fall 
below $1.35 per AUM, and any increase or decrease 
cannot exceed 25 percent of the previous year’s level. 

     BLM Oil and Gas 
Lease Sale Nets Over 

$129 Million 
The Bureau of Land Management 
generated $129.3 million for leasing 
rights on parcels offered at the BLM's 
quarterly federal oil and gas lease 
auction on February 7, in Cheyenne. 
Almost half of the bid and rental 
receipts go to the state of Wyoming.  
The February Lease Sale included 285 
parcels from the BLM’s High Plains and Wind River Bighorn Basin Districts. Bids ranged from $2 per acre to a high bid of 
$16,500.00 per acre. Successful bidders also pay a $160 per parcel one-time administrative fee and a yearly rental of $1.50 per acre for 
the first five years of the lease and $2 per acre in years 6 through 10. 

-----Reminders and Updates----- 
February 13th ~ 1:00 p.m. – MCD Regular Board Meeting, 1906 State Street, Meeteetse. 

The Public is Welcome. 
---- ---- WESTI Ag Days – Feb 14th & 15th Worland Community Center

Happy Trails to You!  Steffen, Josh & Bernie 

Snowpack Summary for February 1, 2017 

GREYBULL 
RIVER Network Elevation 

(ft) 
Depth 
(in) 

SWE 
(in) 

Median 
(in) 

% 
Median 

Last 
Year 
SWE 
(in) 

Last 
Year % 
Median 

Kirwin SNOTEL 9550 37 10 5.9 169% 5.1 86% 
Marquette SNOTEL 8760 22 4.9   2.6   
Timber 
Creek SNOTEL 7950 19 3.7 2.9 128% 2 69% 

Basin Index     156%  81% 
# of sites           2   2 

Snow-Water Equivalent 
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