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MINUTES OF THE MEETEETSE CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

December 12th, 2016 
 

Name:  Meeteetse Conservation District    
Type of Meeting:  Regular 
Place:  MCD Office, 1906 State St, Meeteetse, WY 
Date:  12/12/16 
Time:  1:00pm 
Presiding Officer:  George (Tracy) Renner 
Supervisors Present:  Steve Jones, Lionel Ostrander, Tim Morrison and Kathy Gilbreath 
Supervisors Absent:   
District Manager:  Steffen Cornell 
Resource Technician:  Joshua Kipley 
Firewise Coordinator:  Bernie Spanogle (Absent) 
NRCS District Conservationist: Rory Karhu 
Others: Joe Thomas 
 
Meeting was called to order at 1:05pm, by Tracy Renner. 
Steve moved to approve the December agenda, Tim seconded, motion passed unanimously.  Tim moved to table the 
October meeting minutes until the January board meeting.  Steve seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  Tim moved to 
approve the November minutes, Steve seconded, motion passed unanimously.  Minutes approved as amended. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Steve reviewed the Transaction Detail Report and read each check transaction out loud for the 
board.  Tim motioned to approve MCD self-audit and local government annual report summary and worksheet, Lionel 
seconded, motion passed unanimously.   
 Discussion about the MCD XP laptop which Steffen said he consulted WACD and the laptop has no value 
therefore does not have to go through the State’s equipment disposal process, Tim moved to sell the outdated XP laptop 
to Steve for $25, Kathy seconded, and Steve recused himself so as not to create a conflict.   Motion passed unanimously.   
The Pursuing Local Funding document was reviewed by the board and signed by Chairman George T. Renner, Tim moved 
to approve, Steve seconded, motion carried.   
 Steffen went over current MCD staff COMP time accrual, and Steve moved to approve MCD staff COMP time, 
while Tim suggested a friendly amendment to approve use of and accrual of COMP time, and put a cap at 20 hours, Kathy 
seconded, motion passed as amended. 
 The Mill distribution was received.  Steve moved to approve the MCD staff Christmas Bonus ($100 net to be paid 
on Dec 16.)   Kathy seconded, motion approved unanimously.  Steve motioned to approve and place treasurer’s report on 
file for audit, approve reconciliations, and pay bills.  Tim seconded, motion passed unanimously. 
 
Blanket Voucher for Nov. 30 – Dec 31, 2016 

Type Date Num Name Memo 
Paid 

Amount 
1000 · First Bank of Wyoming 
Check 11/30/2016 1087 Meeteetse Conservation District Gross Firewise Wages 122.50 
Check 11/30/2016 1087 Meeteetse Conservation District MCD Portion of SS on Firewise Wages 7.59 
Check 11/30/2016 1087 Meeteetse Conservation District MCD Portion of Medicare on Firewise Wages 1.77 
Check 11/30/2016 3264 Bernard C Spanogle {employee} Paycheck - Oct. and Nov. 2016 -94.76 

Total 1000 · First Bank of Wyoming 37.10 

1001 · Pinnacle Bank Chk - xx01 
Check 12/12/2016 1 Black Hills Energy 3214 4702 69 -62.31 
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Check 12/21/2016 1 Big Horn REA 10337-003 -96.76 
Check 12/10/2016 1 TCT West Inc. 00040249-3 -165.12 
Check 12/12/2016 1 Town of Meeteetse November Utilities -121.70 
Check 11/30/2016 3260 Blue Cross Blue Shield of Wyoming ZSA 998115723 - Cornell, Steffen C Premium for December 2016 -1,477.84 
Check 11/30/2016 3261 CLS America CIN1611USA00298 -622.03 
Check 11/30/2016 3262 Hayden-Wing Associates, LLC November Invoice - 5254 -637.50 
Check 11/30/2016 3263 NACD - Investment Customer #45291 -101.00 
Check 11/30/2016 3264 Orchard Trust Plan #93001-02  D 354 -150.00 
Check 11/30/2016 3265 Pinnacle Bank - VISA Account Ending 6977 - Steffen C Cornell -487.72 
Check 11/30/2016 3266 Schatz Accounting Services Invoice 2758 -90.00 
Check 11/30/2016 3267 Town of Meeteetse Recycling Program -100.00 
Check 11/30/2016 3268 WACD Invoice 4244 -17.00 
Check 11/30/2016 3269 Wyoming Retirement System Agency # 564  November, 2016 Contributions -1,016.18 
Check 11/30/2016 3270 Steffen C Cornell {employee} November Paycheck -2,841.18 
Check 11/30/2016 3271 Joshua D Kipley {employee} November Paycheck -1,352.32 

Total 1001 · Pinnacle Bank Chk - xx01 -9,338.66 

1004 · Firewise - Pinn Bank 
Check 11/30/2016 1086 Verizon Wireless 242040822-00001 -71.28 
Check 11/30/2016 1087 Meeteetse Conservation District Reimbursement to MCD for Firewise payroll & MCD Share of SS 

& Medicare 
-131.86 

Total 1004 · Firewise - Pinn Bank -203.14 

TOTAL -9,504.70 
 
NRCS DC Report: (Written report on file) Rory provided engineering design for conveyance and screening device to 
PCFCD.  Continued work on 2017 EQIP application eligibility paperwork, completed CSP renewal contract and plan 
development, completed Park County HEL spot checks, completed an advance payment for BFR producer and developed 
a Division I local questions, and points for the EQIP sub-accounts (Attachment A).  Rory also attended and gave Water 
Quality presentation at WACD Convention, and attended NRCS Leadership Team/District Conservationist meeting in 
Riverton.   
 
District Manager Report: Steffen presented the LGLP ballot to the board and briefly reviewed each candidate’s 
background.  Tim moved to vote for Brad Basse for the At-Large position, Steve seconded, motion passed unanimously.  
Tim moved to vote for Tom Ringley for the County Commissioner position, Steve seconded, motion passed unanimously.     
 
Resource Technician Report:  Josh discussed with the board the SGPP. He related recent activities regarding current 
inventory and recovery of a transmitter in the Polecat Bench Study area, completion of the camera grid survey 
detections, and correspondence via conference calls with Hayden Wing discussing the possibility of reducing SGPP study 
areas.  Josh helped with winterizing and downloading data from the soil moisture sites in Little Buffalo Basin and Spring 
Creek area, scanned and entered 2016 Water Quality and CoCoRAHS data.   He also reviewed the Plan of Work for FY ’17 
document and attended the WACD Convention in Riverton. 
 
Old Business:   Approve Plan of Work FY 2017 – Tim moved to approve the amended Plan of Work FY 2017, Lionel 2nd.  
Motion passed.   
 
Tracy attended the GVID Meeting on 11/15 at the Burlington Fire Dept.  They discussed a study to raise the storage of the 
reservoir, possibly pipe water from Roach Gulch, and they are looking at conservation in the future.  There was also some 
discussion about the Greybull River Level I watershed study; the people that did attend the meeting were well informed 
about the study.   
 



There was SGPP discussion regarding the location of study sites outside of MCD district, and how the study could lose

some connections with the boundary of our district. After discussion with Hayden Wing, there was a possibility in the
future to reduce the size of the study areas, possibly moving to just Polecat Bench and Oregon Basin while eliminating

the Fifteen Mile study area. There is a need to try and recapture birds and relocate to new study areas. The problem is

that we might not be able to compare data after a new study design, and is something to think about for the future.

Steve mentioned that transient birds are not as common due to nesting substrates being used by nesting pairs, and is

concerned with the idea of having the project's only study area outside of our district, but that the Polecat Bench has the
majority of Raven depredation. Steffen mentioned that our study areas are determined by where the birds go. Tim

motioned to fotlow Hayden Wing's recommendotion to eliminate l-S-mile from the SGPP study ond mointain 2 discreet

study areos - Polecat Bench ond Oregon Basin (sheets Flat). Lionel 2nd motion possed unanimously.

New Business: Predator Management Board Meeting - Steffen told the board that we will re-evaluate our study and

seek advice from Hayden Wing and get back to them. The PMB have a budget meeting in March. Need to get our
information to them as soon as we can. They contributed 180hrs earlier this year which cost about 56500. Hoping we

can request less due to their budget constraints.

Steffen brought up the use of drones for bird survey to help with the SGPP. Hayden Wing had conversations with other
studies that use drones for sage grouse and raven projects and it would be easier to locate hard to reach nests, and

improve our efficiency in locating nests. Steffen also mentioned that it would be important to have a camera with zoom

capabilities. Joe Thomas uses a drone for personal use and suggested we need to research the legal requirements for
use, but a drone could save lots of time and get a lot done. Kathy said there are some regulatory issues with line-of-sight

navigation to take into consideration. MCD staff will do more research on drones and discuss the topic in the future.

Joe Thomas was elected as MCD board member as were Llonel Ostrander and Kathy Gilbreath; and Tracy Renner was re-

elected. These four MCD board members will take their Oaths of Office at the January meeting, per MCD policy.

Approval of the use of a conserve.net domain by partner districts was approved. Tim motioned to approve the change as

suggested by the stoff, ond Lionel seconded, motion possed unonimously.

Discussion about new 1.4 acre exclosure at Spring Creek Soil Moisture monitoring site (Rocking Bar Ranch)- MCD staff
went out and took GPS points to determine the need for an exclosure and reducing the fence length, and possibly

relocating the site. Steve mentioned that MCD should check with the University of Wyoming to get further guidance.

Calendar: MCD calendar was reviewed for the remainder of December and January.

Next Regular Board Meeting: Monday, January g'h,2O!7 at l:O0pm.

Kathy moved to adjourn the meeting, Tim seconded, ond Tracy adjourned the meeting at 3:45pm.

Authorized Signatures:
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